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Aa Essay on Christian Perfection. 

“« Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 
which is in heaven is perfect.” —Mat. v. 48. 

There are few subjects ofa religious character 
on which the minds of men are not liable to be 
carried to obvious extremes, Such indeed is 
the constitution of the human mind, that the 
tendency to extremes, on matters of belief, is al- 
most universal,—especially where a difference of 
opinion may happen to prevail. Happy is it, 
therefore, for that man who shall be enabled, 
amidst all the dangers to which he is exposed, to 
pursue the even tenor of his way,—to avoid the 
rugged rocks on the one hand, and the threaten. 
ing quicksands on the other, and steer his totter- 
ing and tempest-tossed bark safely over the perils 
of the deep, and, unscathed and unimpeded, shall 
ultimately reach the peaceful harbor, and enter 
with joy the destined port. Alas! how many 
are shipwrecked and lost by the way! 

But on no subject, perhaps, have men been 
found to indulge greater extremes than that of 
Christian Perfection,—the theme of the present 
Essay. It cannot be expected, however, that in 
treating this subject we shall enter largely upon 
the different views that have been entertained re. 
specting it, nor that we should attempt any very 
elaborate discussion of the subject itself in a hasty 
article of this kind. All that can be attempted 
is to give a succinct view of the subject, and cor. 
rect thereby some of the most palpable errors 
which different classes entertain in regard to it. 

Witsius informs us that the term perfection is 
used in five different senses in the Scriptures. 
And according to him they may be thus enumer- 
ated. 1. A perfection of sincerity. 2. A per- 
fection of parts. 3. A comparative perfection. | 
4. An evangelical perfection. 5, A perfection | 
of degree. This last is defined to be that by 
which a person performs all the commands of 
God, with the full exertion of all his powers with- 
out the least defect; and is supposed to be what 
is required in the passage before us. 

In the further consideration of the subject, let 


us enquire 
I. Waar 1s MEANT BY CHRISTIAN Prerrec- 


TION ? 

Il. Is rv ATTAINABLE ? and 

Ill. Do ANY ACTUALLY ATTAIN IT ? 

I. Wart 18 MEANT BY CuristtAN PeRrec- 
Tron ? 

It is proper to remark, here, that the subject is 
not understood to require the same natural per- 


knowledge ; nor entire freedom from temptation ; 
nor even the same moral perfection which distin- 
guishes the Deity. But it is supposed to demand 
implicit obedience to the law of God as a rule of 
the Christian’s life. It requires supreme and un- 
interrupted attachment to God, and pure, disin- 
terested, and impartial benevolenee tomen. Or 
in the language of another, ‘It requires that we 
should be actuated by the same feeling, and act 
on the same principles that God acts upon; to 
leave self out of the question as uniformly as he 
does ; to be as much separated from selfishness 
asheis; in a word, to be in our measure as per- 
fect as God is. Christianity requires that we 
should do nothing more nor less than the law of 
ibes. Nothing short of this is Chris. 4 
: This is being morally just as 
perfect as Every thing is here included, 
to feel as he feels, to love what he loves, and 
hate what he hates, and for the same reason that 
he loves and hates.” 
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tian Perfection is practicable. 
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must be crucified to the world, and the world 
must be crucified to him. He must live by faith 
on the Son of God. In a word, he must think, 
and feel, and act, just as God requires in the gos- 
pel. He must lack nothing, and have nothing 
superfluous or redundant. Such is our under- 
standing of Christian Perfection. You perceive 
the standard is very high, and altogether worthy 
of its adorable author. We proceed next to en- 
quire 

Il. Is ruts PerFEcTION ATTAINABLE IN THE 
PRESENT LIFE ? 

This is a question of very great magnitude and 
importance, and one which has awakened much 
solicitude and enquiry. And it cannot be doubt. 
ed that much depends upon a correct understand. 
ing of this matter, whether a person shall attain 
any desirable degree of conformity to the Divine 
likeness, and exert a legitimate influence upon 
the community in which he resides; or whether 
he shall be found to fold his hands in idleness, 
and suffer almost every opportunity of usefulness 
to pass unimproved, Let us, then, attend to this 
enquiry with fairness and impartiality, and hon- 
estly and dispassionately attempt to know the 
truth of this matter. 

To the question; ‘Is the Christian capable of 
attaining this perfection in the present life 1’ we 
reply, there are many strong reasons for believ- 
ing it practicable. Some of these reasons may 
be given in this place. 

1. The first reason for supposing this state at- 
tainable by Christians in the present life, is de- 
rived from the fact that it is most unequivocally 
required at their hands. Whatever others may 
think of it, we confess it is repugnant to all our 
conceptions of the divine benevolence and justice 
to suppose that God would require of his own 
dear children absolute impossibilities. And that 
he does require Christians to be perfect, will not, 
we suppose, be denied. We must then conclude 
either that God has required an impossibility, or 
that Christian perfection is attainable. And with 
our views of man’s agency and God’s justice, we 
can much more easily persuade ourselves that 
Christian Perfection is attainable, than that God 
should require of the subjects of his moral gov- 
ernment utter impossibilities. Nor can we be 
relieved from our embarrassment by supposing 
that although the attainment of this perfection is 
impossible in the present life, yet the Christian 
may, and should, make constant advances towards 
it; and that this was the design of the Deity in 
enforcing the command. It is obvious, we think, 
that all such notions of God's requirements, and 
man’s agency, are founded on the most abhorrent 
principles of absolute fatality. God is just. His 
requirements are reasonable. Therefore Chris- 

2. Another reason for this belief is derived 
from the fact that the most accurate conceptions 
of the human mind lead us to expect such a re- 
quirement on the part of God, and to look for 
such a state on the part of man. 

What less could the Deity require?) What 
less ought we toexpect 7? Ifthe moral Govern. 
or should attempt to discharge us from the obli- 
gation to be perfect, he would just so far give a 
license to sin. If he should discharge us from 
the obligation to love him with all our heart and 
soul, and mind and strength, it would be saying 
in effect, that God did not deserve such love.— 
And so in fact of every other requirement. If 
we cannot be discharged from the whole law, we 
cannot be discharged from any part of it, and for 
the same reason, And, besides, if we be allow- 
ed to stop short of perfect obedience, where shall 
we set our mark? ~ Where shall we find a rule 
to determine just how much holiness is necessa- 
ry? The fact is, there is no other consistent 
supposition than that what God requires in the 
text is perfectly practicable. 

(Remainder next week.) 


~ For the Christian Secretary. 
Reflections on the Grave. 

Oh the grave! the grave! “there the wicked 
cease from troubling and the weary are at rest.” 
Tt covers every defect; extinguishes every re- 
sentment, and consecrates every virtue. From 
its peaceful bosom spring nought but fond regret, 
and tender recollections. The grave of those 
we love! what a place for meditation! Then it 
is we call up in long review, the whole history of 


It is most unquestionably a mistaken idea to 
suppose that less is required of us under the Gos- 
pel, than was required under the law. The Gos- 
pel, it is true, does not require perfection as a 
condition of salvation. If it did, we might well 
sit down in despair. But, at the_same time, it 
ought to be distinctly understood, that no part of 
the moral Jaw.is abrogated by the Gospel. It is 
still a perfect Pale of action to believers. The 
Gospel requires the same holiness as the law. 
To be perfect, then, in the sense of the passage 
) a perfectly obedient 
Jesus Christ fully ; to 
rfections, and to be entirely 
conformed to the ti of his blessed image. 
One who would be perfect, therefore, must culti- 
vate the moral affections to the utmost. He 


> 


virtue and gentleness, and the thousand endear- 
ments lavished upon us; almost unheeded in the 
daily intercourse of intimacy. Then it is, we dwell 
upon the tenderness, the solemn and awful ten- 
derness of the parting scene ; the bed of death, 
with all the stifled grief ; its noiseless attendants, 
the last testimonies of expiring love ; the feeble, 
fluttering, thrilling—oh ! how thrilling is the last 
pressure of the hand! the last fond look of the 
glazed eye, turning upon us even from the 
threshold of existence ; the faint faltering accents 
struggling in death to give one more assurance 
of affection! Aye! go tothe grave of buried love 
and meditate. It is a place well calculated to 
impress us with the fact of Our own mortality.— 
Then, if ever, we must feel that we are to be- 


come inhabitants of that “ bourne whence no 


traveller returns.” Who can be present at that 
solemn scene when man goeth to his long home, 
and “the mourners go about the streets,” and 
not realize that “ man cometh ferth like a flower, 
and is soon cut down and withered.” There is 
something in disappointment, that forcibly leads 
the mind to reflect on the delusive nature of 
earthly pleasures; and the necessity of fixing 
its hopes of happiness on a firmer basis than the 
vanities of this world. While the first burst of 
grief continues we may be tempted to murmur 
against the hand that has smitten us; but when 
time has removed the poignancy of sorrow— 
when we can look around with calmness and 
resignation, and feel that the hopes we indulged 
are blasted forever; then we turn with disgust 
from the objects of our former desire, and seek 
for those more worthy of our affection. ‘As 
the ivy which has wound itself around some 
prop,” when that support is removed, will en. 
twine itself around whatever will sustain it, so, 
when the heart-strings have fastened upon some 
favorite object and are torn from it with a cruel 
violence, the broken fibres will seek a more en. 
during support. Who can experience the perfi- 
dy of a supposed friend, and not feel that he who 
puts his trust in man leans on a broken reed? 
Although the grave is the only shelter which the 
earth has for her miseries, yet, i: is also the only 
avenue to the promised joys and blessedness of 
heaven. 
There parted friends again may meet, 
From the toils of nature free; 
Crown’d with mercy, oh! how sweet 
Will eternal friendship be ! 

There, all mysteries shall be unveiled; the 
just connection of the least link in the chain of 
Providence, will be easily seen in that land of 
vision, where all is clear, yet all amazing. We 
shall there enjoy the society of prophets, apos- 
tles and martyrs, and those ministering spirits who 
have done us while we were in danger here, 
many an ‘invisible courtesy’? which we could 
never thank them for; and our pious friends and 
relations—all crowned with an everlasting dia- 
dem of bliss, which never shall decay. There 
our triumphant souls shall see, admire, and cele- 
brate the wisdom and goodness of that Saviour 
who has ‘‘ washed us in his own precious blood.” 


“Yes! the hour, the hour is hasting, 
Spirit shall with spwit blend ! 

Fast mortality is wasting, 
Soon the secret all shall end.” 


T. M. H. 


For the Christian Secretary. 


“What would be given in exchange for his soul?” 
What is the soul? Is it immortal ? 
Must it live and act beyond the grave ? 
Behold the frame of nature shake and fall 
And time commingle with eternity ! 
And while its being lasts, must it enjoy 
Unceasing, perfect bliss in realms of light, 
Or howl and weep, and vent its fruitless sighs 
Deep in the rayless gulf of misery ? 
It is a spirit and can never die. 
All nature’s works bespeak this truth sublime, 
But in the book by inspiration given 
It is so clearly seen that he that runs 
Mayread. Yes, heaven's high sovercign has declared 
The soul, that spark divine struck from himself, 
Which gives man all his dignity, and makes 
Him near allied to angels and to God, 
Shall never cease to be; but shall love, and know, 
Enjoy, or suffer when yon twinkling stars 
That have for ages deck’d‘the arch of night, 
Shall set to rise no more. When solid rocks 
To dust shall fall, and mountains melt away, 
When seas and rolling skies retire, and the strong 
Angel from the throne of God, shall swear 
By him who ever lives and reigns, that time 
Shall be no longer ; then the’soul of man 
Will just begin to be, will just have pass’d 
Its nascent state, the threshold of its being 
To enter on existence, which will last 
When heaven’s cycling orbs shall cease to mark 
The ages of eternity—’ Tis immortal, 
Deathless as its author! If then the soul 
Must dwell, while heaven’s firm pillars stand, 
In bliss complete, surpassing human thought, 
Surrounded by the songs and smiles of spirits, 
Pure and happy like itself; oF else in woe, 
No tongue can utter and no heart conceive, 
Goaded by conscience’s scorpion sting, remorse, 
Beneath the ire of an avenging God, 
Chained down where demons how] for anguish 
And ghosts affrighted stalk through quenchless flame, 
Is it a thing of nought? scarce worth a wish ? 
A moment's time, a serious thought, 
An anxious care ? Is its value lost 
Compared with earthly toys that last a day 
Then cease to please, or perish? Is shining dust 
That glitters to deceive—or fame that dies 
To-morrow—sluggish ease, or sinful pleasure , 
Worth more than heaven and bliss immortal ? 
Will the joys of sin on earth compensate 
For the pains of hell? Oh! blind infatuation ! 
Madness! folly! Yet thousands barter heaven 
For gold—for pride—careless ease, or honor 
Of aday. O ye who make the world your care, 
Who boast of riches, beauty, fame or friends, 
Think of your future being—think where you'll 
Dwell, when your body, now your only care, 
Shall moulder back to dust, and your soul 
Become the tenant of eternity. 
Think where will be your home when thousand years 
Have pass’d ; think of your companions there, 
Your future hopes and prospects, and remember, 
If you gain the world entire and lose your soul, 
The loss is infinite, nor can it be redeemed—__- 
J. 
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CHILDREN’S CORNER.—NO. 6. 

Dear Cuitpren,—In my last number, | told 
you about God’s commandment to children, and 
tried to show you how it is that children live lon- 
ger who try to obey their parents, than those 
who do not. I will now tell you some other 
things in which you will do better for yourselves 
by obeying, than by disobeying them. 

Not long ago, there was a very excellent man 
lived, by the name of Cecil. He had a little girl 
whom he loved very much, and was very fond of 
giving ber such things as would make her happy. 
One day he came into the house and saw her 
playing with some beads which seemed to delight 
her much. Her whole soul was absorbed in her 
beads. He said, ‘My dear, you have some 
pretty beads there.” 

‘** Yes, papa.” 

**And you seem to be vastly pleased with 
them.” 

“Yes, papa.” 

‘Well, now, throw them behind the fire.” 
The tears started into her eyes. She looked 
earnestly at her father as though she would ask 
the reason fur such a cruel sacrifice, ‘ Welli,” 
said he, ‘my dear, do as you please; but you 
know I never told you to do any thing which I 
did not think would be good for you.” She look. 
eda few moments at him, and then, with all the 
courage she was master of, her breast heaving 
with the effort, she dashed them behind the fire. 
A few days after, her father bought for her a 
box full of larger beads, and when he brought it 
home, and opened it, and told her they were all 
for her, because she minded her father, and threw 
away the two or three paltry beads when he told 
her. She burst into tears of jov. It was her 
obedience which gained for her the treasure.— 
Had she been cross, and cried, and said she did 
not want to throw away her beads, it is not like- 
ly her father would have bought this fine present 
for her. 

I knew another little girl, who was very good 
to mind, on certain occasions, but she had one 
very bad habit. She used to climb upon the 
backs of the chairs, in which people were sitting. 
Her mother had often told her, she must not do 
so, but she did not mind her. One day when her 
uncle was reading, she caught hold of the back 


good. It was under this conviction that the State 
Convention was organized, and the result has far 
exceeded the most sanguine hopes of its origina- 
tors. lis origin will now be exhibited, and its 
progress and present condition set forth, that in 
reviewing what God has done by such small 
means, we may be encouraged to increase our 
exertions, until every part of our state, and of 
our land, and of the world, shall enjoy the preach. 
ing of the everlasting Gospel, and till all shall 
savingly know God, from the least unto the 
greatest. 


There were in the central and northern parte 


of the state two or three positions to which Prov- 


idence plainly directed the attention of the min- 
istering brethren residing in those sections, as 
white for the harvest. Impressed with the ne- 


cessity of obeying the direction, they sought for 


the means of entering upon the work before them, 
by calling to a conference upon the subject the 
pastors of the churches in central New Jersey. 
This conference was held at Nottingham Square, 
on the 13th of April, 1830, and was attended by 
brethren John Seger, of Hightstown, George Al. 
len, of Burlington, Charles Bartolette, of Flem- 
ington, C. W. Mulford, of Woodstown, and M. 
J. Rhees, of Trenton. The services of that meet- 
ing were introduced with a sermon by Br. Rhees 
from Matt. xxi. 28: “Son, go work to-day in 
my vineyard.” Br. Seger was chosen Modera- 
tor of the meeting, and Br. Rhees Secretary.— 
There was some difference of opinion as to what 
was the proper course to pursue, whether to com. 
mence a partial effort in central New Jersey, in 
which an association had not long before been 
organized, or to attempt and expect to accomplish 
great things. The result of the conference was 
the adoption of the following resolution: “ That 
a committee be appointed to correspond with the 
ministers and churches throughout the state, up- 
on the subject of the formation of a State Con- 
vention for missionary purposes ; and to invite 
them to meet with us at Nottingham Square, on 
the last Tuesday of July, at 2 o’cluck, P. M. 
Brethren Seger, Allen, Bartolette, and Webb, of 
New Brunswick, (who had been prevented from 
attending, but was known to be friendly to the 
enterprise,) were appointed the committee. 

On Tuesday, July 27th, 1830, the meeting 
convened according to appointment, and there 
were present, from Hightstown, brethren Seger 
and S. Allen; from Upper Freehold, J. M. Chal- 
lis and Lacoste; from Flemington, Bartolette 
and Barrass ; from New Brunswick, G.S. Webb 
and P. P. Runyon; from Sandy Ridge, Lake and 
Hunt; from Trenton, Rhees, Mott, and Brister ; 
from Nottingham Square, Appleton and West; 
from Salem, C. J. Hopkins; from Kingwood, D. 
Bateman ; from Pemberton, C. W. Mulford ; and 
from Lambertville, D. Stout. Bro. Bateman 
preached from Mark xv. 20. “ And they went 


of his chair, and in an instant, before he could do 
any thing to prevent it, she fell over backward, 
and the chair fell upon her. The nurse ran and 
caught her up, and laid her upon the bed, and, 
for a long time, a bruised and aching head told 
her how much children suffer who disobey their 
parents. 

The following story I have from the oldest of 
two brothers now living. He says, “* When I 
was quite a smal! lad, and my brother was quite 
young, we were sent, one pleasant Summer morn. 
ing, to play upon the grass plait in the garden. 
We had not been there long, before I found a 
scythe, and [ thought it would be a fine thing to 
take it, and mow down the grass. So 1 took the 
scythe, and began to swing it very hard, and 
just then my little brother came running towards 
me, and the scythe hit him directly over the eve. 
He gave one scream, and fell. My mother came 
and took him up from the ground, and when | 
saw the blood stream down from the wound, | 
thought I had killed him. The doctor was call- 
ed, and said that it would be necessary to take 
his long needle and sow up the wound. I left 


forth, and preached every where, the Lord work- 
ing with them, and confirming the word with 
signs following. Amen.”—It was resolved, 
‘That it is expedient for this meeting to organ. 
ize a State Convention for missionary purposes,” 
A constitution was adopted, and officers chosen 
to serve until the first regular meeting, which 
was fixed to be held at Trenton, on the Ist T'ues- 
day in November, 1830, at 2 o’clock, P. M. Br. 
Dodge, of Newark, was chosen President, Br. 
Khees, of ‘i'renton, Secretary, and Br. John Carr, 
of Flemington, Treasurer. 

On Tuesday, November 2, 1830, the first reg- 
ular meeting of the Convention was held at Tren- 
ton, and Br. Dodge preached the introductory 
sermon, from Psalms cxxvi. 6. At this meeting 
eighteen churches or societies and one association 
were represented by their delegates and contri. 
butions ; and, with donations from five individuals, 
the whole amount received at that mecting was 
$407.57. Br. Carr, on account of his health, de. 
clined the appointment of treasurer, and at the 
election held at this meeting, Br. Dodge was re- 
appointed president, Br. Rhees secretary, and Br. 
P. P. Runyon, of New Brunswick, treasurer; 
and these brethren continued to fill those offices 
until spring of 1839, when the office of president 
was vacated by the removat of Br. Dodge out of 


the house and went to the fartherest corner of 
the garden, and as I stood there weeping, and 
trembling with fear, oh! how I wished I had 
been obedient, and not taken the scythe, which 
was the cause of the evil.” 

Remember, then, dear children, that you should 
obey your parents first, and chiefly, because God 
has commanded it. If you obey him because you 
think he has commanded nothing but what is 
right, and because you Jove to obey him, all will 
be well, and he will smile upon you, and make 
you good children, and finally save you in heav- 
en. Remember that God sees all you do, and 
will write it all down, and keep it till the Judge. 
ment day, and then it must all appear against | 


Remember the little hymn, which says, 
I’m not too young for God to see, 
For all day long He looks at me: 
He knows my thoughts, and if I sin, 
He has a book to write it in; 
And at the last I must appear 
To answer for my conduct here. 


you. 


Historical Sketch 
OF THE NEW JERSEY BAPTIST STATE CONVENTION 
FOR MISSIONARY PURPOSES. 


There was, however, a little missionary spirit 
kept up, and an occasional missionary would 
travel over the mountains in the northern, and 
through the pines of the southern parts of our 
state, to tell the perishing that there was a ref- 
uge for them ; the diseased, that there was ‘balm 
in Gilead, and a great Physician there,’ who 
could and who would, if they applied to Him, 
heal all their spiritual maladies, and restore them 
to health, make them new creatures, and prepare 
them for glory. These efforts were, however, 
so limited in number and extent as to effect little 
more than a growing conviction upon the minds 
of Christians that greater effort would do greater 


No, worlds couid not be given in exchange. 


the state, and his consequent resignation. 
Encouraged by the amount contributed at this 
mecting, the executive board, then appointed, im- 
mediately commenced operations. They appoin. 
ted two missionaries in Sussex county, one in 
Monmouth, one in Hunterdon, and one in Warren, 
all of whom entered upon the duties of their ap- 
pointment, and performed between this time and 
the next annual meeting an amount of labor equal 
to twenty-five months’ labor of one minister. A 
considerable number of additions (about sixty) 
were made to some of the little churches by bap- 
tism, and a much improved state of religious feel- 
ing was the result of their exertions. Thus were 
the operations of the Convention commenced un. 
der very favorable circumstances, and the effect 
upon the denomination of these operationa, in ex. 
citing an enlarged spirit of liberality and eleva- 
ting the tone of piety, has been clearly manifested, 
Indeed the fruit was almost immediately visible, 
for at the second annual mecting held at New 
Brunswick, November 2, 1831, there was paid 
into the treasury $622.75, from twenty-four chur. 
ches and one association, with a few individual 
donations, besides $40 received during the year 


and $186.80 collected by the missionaries in their -- 


fields of labor. 

The third annual! meeting was held at Hights. 
town, November 7, 1832, at which time 8672.75 
were contributed, in addition to $58.10 received 
during the year, and $382.78 collected by the 
missionaries, and $35.43 for foreign missions. 
Twenty-six churches were represented at this 
meeting. The reports exhibited at this time an 
amount of labor performed equal to four years 
and four months of one laborer, and eighty-nine 
additions to the churches by baptism, and an én- 


couraging prospect in many fields which had. 


been hitherto destitu*e of the bread of life. 

The fourth annual meeting was held at Pem. 
berton, Nov. 6, 1833, when thirty churches and 
one association were represented, and 8897/98 
were contributed for the purposes of the Conven. 
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tion, 857.03 for foreign missions, During the} geliting the world. ‘Of these sums pe notice has 


year $90.96 were reseived ia donations, and 


en in this sketch, reference being had in 


700.79 collected by the missionaries. The} the amounts received by him, in addition to the 


amount of labour performed equalled seven years 
and one month's exertion of one preacher; one 


hundred and five wore baptized, tracts were dis-| three 


ipts at the annual meetings, only to those 


receipts: 
which belonged properly to the Convention. But 
onaries were employed this year—one 


tributed, Sunday schools organized or enlarged, | the entire year, one for three months, and the 


and the temperance cause urged onward with! other for two months. 
ated to aid fourteen churches in sustaining the 


great exccess, 
The fifth anaual meeting was held at Trenton, 


November 5 and6, 1834, at which thirty-two! eleven and a half years’ ministerial labor was 


churches and two associations were represented, 
and tho amount received fur the special object of 
the Convention was $897.88, for foreign missions 
$159.90, and for American Baptist Home Mis. 
sionary Society $617.93. During this year 
$105.52 was received in donations and collections, 
and $726.87 was collected by our missionaries. 
Twelve missionaries were employed during al}, 
or a portion of the year, and the aggrege.te of 
their labour was seven years and two woaths of 
one preacher. One hundred and thirty.two were 
baptized during the year, and the * piri of benev.- 
olent enterprize continued to increase in the de. 
nomination, 

The sixth annual Meeting was held at New 
Brunswick, Nov. 4 ead 5, 1835, and the receipts 
for the purposes of the Coavention were $1083. 
65, from thirty-six churches and one association, 
and a number of individuals. $174.51 Were re- 
Ceived for foreign missions; $450.78 for the 
American Baptist Home Mission Society. $75.14 
was received by the treasurer during the year ; 
and the missionaries collected $598.75. 

In this year the character of the appropriations 
made by the board was changed to some extent. 
Heretofore they had only made strictly mission. 
ary appointments; but it was found necessary, 
in order to sustain several feeble churches which 
had pastors, but could not support them, to make 
appropriations to such churches, and ina few 
years, as this was found the readiest way to in. 
duce the people tu help themselves, vearly all the 
money was thus distributed in upholding the 
cause of truth in different parts of the state. Six 
missionaries were however kept in the field, 
whose labour amounted to five years and one 
month, and who baptized forty-eight converts ; 
and appropriations were made to six other fields, 
by which about three years and six months’ la. 
bour in the ministry of the word was secured. 

The seventh annual meeting was held at Plain- 
field, November 2, 1836. ‘The Receipts were 
$1269.76, besides $113.06 for foreign missions, 
$152.50 for American and Foreign Bible Society, 
and $760.15 for home missions. Thirty-six 
churches and two associations were represented 
at the meeting, and it appeared that seven mis- 
sionaries had labored to an extent equal to six 
years and one month, and that they had baptized 
twenty persons, Appropriations had also been 
made to six churches, securing an amount of la- 
bor equal to five years. The treasurer had re- 
evived $24.48 during the year, and the missiona- 
ries had collected $568.37. 

The eighth annual meeting was held at Bur. 
Vington, November 1 and 2, 1537. The receipts 
at this mecting were a little reduced, amounting to 
$1173.02, contributed by thirty-three churches 
and some individuals. ‘The contribution for for. 
eign missions was $162.39, and forthe American 
and Foreign Bible Society $22.50. The collect- 
ions for the Home Missionary Society, which 
were not large, had gone directly to the treasury 
of that society, without passing through the Con. 
vention. During this year there was a distress- 
ing state of things in the monetary concerns of 
the country, from which many of our benevolent 
institutions suffered severely in their resources. 
The friends of the Convention were much grati- 
fied that it did not severely suffer, but that the 
resources of the body enabled its board to go for- 
ward in the important work in which they were 
engaged. Besides the receipts at the annual 
meeting, the treasurer had received during the 
year $334.36, and the missionaries had collected 
$665.25. Br. P. Simonson was employed part 
of the year as agent of the board in visiting the 
missionary fields, and in presenting the claims of 
the Convention to some churches which had not 
heretofore assisted. Including the agent, seven 
missionaries were employed, whose labors were 
equal to about five years, and the amount of labor 
secured by the appropriations to eleven churches 
was about eight years, making about thirteen) 
years of ministerial service secured by the opera. | 
tions of the Convention. The number baptized 
was not accurately reported. 

At the close of the conventional session this, 
year, the brethren who were present organized | 
themselves into a meeting upon the important | 


. , ; 
subject of ministerial education, and resolved to} 


i 


| 


organize a New Jersey Baptist Education Society. | 
This society is now in operation, and has some) 
beneficiaries under its care, who are pursuing | 
their studies principal!y at the Hamilton Literary | 
and Theological Institution, in the state of New} 
York, 

The ninth annual meeting was held at Trenton, | 
November 7 and 8, 1838. Thirty-seven chur-| 
ches and one association were represented, and} 
their-contributions, with some individual donations, | 
were $1259.94, and for foreign missions $244.44, 
Six missiovaries had been employed, whose united 
Jabor was equal to four years and four months, 
and the appropriations to fourteen churches had 
secured an equivalent to ten years’ labor of one 
minister. The Coavention thus furnished, or en- 
abled the churches to sustain, within the year 
about fourteen anda half vears’ active labor. 
The treasurer received $178.75 during the year, 
and the missionaries collected $723.62. The 
statistical table of the denomination, published 
with the minutes of this year, exhibited the pleas- 
ing fact, that within the state one thousand five 
hundred and sixty had been baptized during the 
year, of whom eighty-two had been baptized by 
4he missionaries, and one hundred and sixty in 
the churches receiving assistance from the Con- 
vention. 

The tenth annual meeting was held at Newark, 
November 6 and 7, 1839, at which meeting $14-| 
18.31 was received forthe objects of the Conven- 
tion,and $600 for foreign missions. During this 
year Br. Webb devoted a few months to an agen- 
cy io the state for foreign mission board, and col- 
lected, prior to the meeting of the Convention, 
$944.04, to be.credited to this body. During 
nearly every year the treasurer had received and 
paid over ; 
for others cognected with the great work ofevan- 


e funds were appropri- 
ministry of the word, and by these appropriations 


probably secured in the state. The missionaries 
Saptized thirty, and to the churches aided from 
the treasury one hundred and forty were united 
by baptiem. The treasurer had received $80.80, 


and the missionaries collected 8230. The whole 


number of communicants reported now in the de- 
nomination is 8258, and the number added by 
baptism this year 790. There are filty-six pas- 
tors, fifteen destitute churches, and fifteen minis- 
ters without charge. The amount of missionary 
labor performed and ministerial service secured 


since the Convention was organized, in 1830, is 


equal to about eighty-one years’ of active labor 
of one man. The whole amount received from 


the churches, and collected by the missionaries 


in their fields of labor for the purposes of the Con- 
vention, is $14,171.69, and the amount expended 
$13,885.25. The number baptized by our mis- 
sionaries,and in the churches aided from our funds, 
as wear as we can judge, (for in two or three of 
the years the reports were not exact) is not less 
than nine hundred, and the condition of the de- 
nomination is changed very materially for the 
better. There is now but little disposition to de. 
ery or oppose the benevolent exertions of chris- 
tians to spread the gospel in every part of the 
world ; but, on the other hand, a spirit of prayer 
for this object has been fostered, and the blessings 
communicated to the destitute have returned wpon 
the churches, and they have rejoiced in large ac- 
cessions of strength as well as numbers. God 
has smiled upon the Convention, and has sealed 
its labors with the evidence of [is approval, and 
under His smile, and relying upon His grace and 


truth, all who are engaged in it may take courage 


and go forward in the work assigned them; and 
we doubt not, but if with untiring zeal and devo- 


tion, and with strong and living faith, they thus 


go forward, he who shall sketch upon its twentieth 
anniversary a view of what has been effected, 


will exhibit a much more rapid growth and larger 


extent of good than can now be presented. ‘Ac. 
cording to your faith beit unto you.” ‘Attempt 
great things, expect great things,” and He who 
has all power in heaven and on earth, and who 
has said to His people, “I am with you always,” 
will by His spirit and His truth, effect even great- 
er things than the most sanguine dare anticipate. 


From the Baptist Missionary Magazine for December 
AMERICAN BAPTIST BOARD OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS. 

At a regular meeting of the Baptist Board of Foreign 
Missions, at the Missionary Rooms, Boston, November 2, 
1840, at which were present Daniel Sharp, Solomon Peck, 
Heman Lincoln, Levi Farwell, Irah Chase, Joel S. Bacon, 
Nathaniel W. Williams, John Wayland, Richard Fletcher, 
Baron Stow, Benjamin Smith, Matthew Bolles, Barnas 
Sears, William Hague, and Charles Train, the folowing 
Address was unanimously*® adopted, and ordered to be 
printed and circulated. 

ADDRESS. 

The Board of Managers of the Baptist Gener- 
al Convention for Foreign Missions have observ. 
ed, with painful interest, indications of a tenden- 
cy on the part of some of their beloved brethren 
and coadjutors, to withdraw from the missionary 
connection in which they have been happily asso- 
ciated for many years. And they are constrain- 
ed by their sense of duty to the interests entrust- 
ed to their care, by their love to the Redeemer 
and the souls for whom he died, and by their af. 
fectionate regard toward all who at any time 
have extended their aid to the Foreign Mission- 
ary cause, to remind their brethren of the design 
of their association and the principles on which 
it was formed and has been conducted. 

The primary and exclusive object of the foun- 
ders of the General Convention, as expressed in 
the preamble to the constitution, was to “send 
the glad tidings of salvation to the heathen, and 
to nations destitute of pure gospel light.” For 
the prosecution of this one object the Board of 
Managers was created, and empowered to act on 
their behalf; and to this alone (with the excep- 
tion of a temporary, authorized, divergence to 
Home Missions and Education) have the opera- 
tions of the Board down to the present moment 
been restricted. So deeply indeed have the Board 
been impressed with the vastness and importance 
of this object, and with their responsibility for its 
faithful prosecution, that they have strenuously 
withstood every influence that threatened to turn 
them aside from it, and have even refrainea from 
what would have been deemed by some a justifi- 
able expression of their sentiments on controvert- 
ed subjects, lest an unfavorable reaction should 


result therefrom upon the interests of this endear- 


ed and sacred cause. 

Corresponding with the oneness of the object 
for which the Convention was organized, is the 
simplicity of the terms on which co-operation for 
its accomplishment may be proffered and receiv- 
ed. Our venerated fathers who constituted the 
original Convention, contemplating in the new 
organization the prosecution of the Foreign Mis- 
sionary enterprise alone, and justly appreciating 
the vast extent of the work and the demands 
which it would make upon the sympathies and 
resources of all benevolent hearts within the 
bounds of the community whom the Convention 
was designed to represent, were careful to lay 
no obstruction in the way of any individua! who 
might be disposed to communicate to its funds, 
nor any restriction on the liberty of counsel or 
direction in its concerns, further than was judged 
indispensable to their efficient and safe adminis- 
tration. Their purpose, distinctly avowed in the 
preamble already alluded to, was the “ eliciting, 
combining, and directing the energies of the 
whole denomination in one sacred effort.” And 
it was with evident reference to this pro 
universality of interest and effort that they as: 
sumed the comprehensive designation, *“ The 
General Convention of the Baptist Denomination 
in the United States,” &c. In accordance with 


* The Home Secretary, Lucrvs Boies, who was pre- 


funds for this object, and occasionally | vented by sickness from attending the meeting, having read 


the Address, has expressed his cordial concurrence. 
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the widest possible co-op. | the tidings of salvation have scarcely reached 
eration, the provisions for the admission of mem. | their ears. Among every people and in every 
bers into the Convention were made exceedingly | region where we have essayed to plant the stand- 
and few. By the"constitution as it now ard of the Cross, our oatbeahas rethren have 
stands, and has always stood, the right to a seat | been able to effect but little more than to secure 
or representation in the Convention is based only | their positions, They are too few to go up and 
on two conditions: Ist. That.the religious. body ppossess the land. Their numbers are thinned by 
or the individual be of the Baptist Denomination ; | disease and death, They call upon the churches 
and 2d. That the same shall have contributed} who sent them forth, for reinforcement and succor. 
to the treasury of the Convention a specified an- | Shall they call in vain 7 
nual sum. For appointment to the Board, the; The Board look forward to the approaching 
individual, being a member of one of the religious | anniversary of the Convention with mingled so. 
bodies represented in the Convention, must also | licitude and hope ;—with hope, for we shall greet 
“tbe a member of some Baptist church.” Beyond on that high day of our solemnities endeared 
these specifications it was deemed inexpedient to | brethren and friends, from the north, from the 
0. south, and from the west, with whom we have 
Such being the design of the organization of | often taken sweet counsel, and of whose affect- 
the Convention, and such the principles on which (ions and confidence, we trust, no disastrous influ- 
co-operation may be tendered and accepted, the ‘ences shall have despoiled us, as none will have 
Board are unable to discover any sufficient reason estranged them from ours ;—with solicitude, lest 
for the withdrawal of support on the part of any by the unseasonable diversion of our thoughts to 
of their contributors, in view of facts or consider- ‘irrelevant subjects, the unity of the design of our 
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the strong encouragements to pray, in behalf of 
this cause, It can prosper only by the blewsin 
of God on the means which he has appointed fon 
the purpose, that blessing can come solely in an. 
swer to the prayers of his people, and they have 
as much reason to pray in faith for the world's 
pacification as for the world’s conversion, because 
God has promised one as explicit as he has the 
other, 

Proper arrangements should be made to have 
this concert well attended and deeply interesting. 
It should come afier the sermon on peace, and 
notice given of information and addresses on the 
subject. Expectation should be raised and that 
expectation fully met. It can be, if pastors will, 
and where several of the same or of different de. 
nominations unite,it can still be more easily done, 
At all events, let every pastor friendly to the 
cause, see in season that it is done seme how in 
the place of his residence, 

Nor let it be said, as an excuse for not observ. 
ing this concert, that we already have too many. 


influences which at the present time are apparent- 
ly set toward this result, are wholly irrelevant and 
should be steadfastly withstood, is evident not on- 
ly in view of the object and principles of the Con- 


of the relations and responsibilities of the Board. 
These relations and responsibilities have to some 
extent been misapprehended by brethren near 
and retnote, and the consequence of the misap- 
prehension has been to hold the Board accounta- 
ble for things done and not done, in relation to all 
of which alike the Board has done nothing, because 
it had nothing to do. With respect to such things 
the Board has, so to speak, neither a name nor 
existence. Its vitality and power are wholly de- 
rived, and can by its present constitution act only 
to oneend. As toall other intents and purposes, 
the Board can have power and will, only when 
first it shall have been endued with them by the 
Convention, from whom itemanates. The Board 


vention alone is legislative. It is the province of 
the Board simply to carry into effect the will of 
the Convention. 

These principles, the principles on which the 
Convention and the Board are constituted, and ac- 
cording to which only they can rightfully in their 
separate capacities act, are clearly defined in the 
constitution and laws which the Convention has 
framed. And by provision of the same constitu. 
tion they can be modified or repealed by the will 
of the Convention only, duly expressed. ‘The 
Board has, for instance, no discretionary or dis- 
pensing power as to the receipt of contributions. 
Their duty is distinctly prescribed, and it simply 
is to receive all moneys contributed for Foreign 
Missions to their funds, from whatever source they 
come, and todisburse them with all fidelity for 
the ends to which they are designated by the con- 
tributors. The same general remarks are in point 
as it respects the qualifications for membership 
either in the Convention or the Board. What 
the qualifications are, as defitied by the constitu- 
tion, we have stated. The Board cannot change 
them : nor can it set them at nought. It has, in 
truth, no capacity to act in regard to them, fur. 
ther than to supply its own vacancies. It has no 
power of excision. “The Convention appoints its 
own Board, triennially,in view of the qualifica. 
tions which itself prescribes; and appoints whom 
it pleases. 

There is still another subject to which the at- 
tention of the Board has been called by some of 
their respected contributors—lying yet more wide- 
ly aside from the sphere of their appropriate ope- 
rations ; and ifin alluding to it they break the 
silence of their neutrality, it is only that by “‘de- 
fining their position” they may relieve the embar- 
rassing uncertainty of brethren northern and 
southern, and secure to themselves, through the 
divine blessing, their wonted freedom from extran- 
eous anxieties in the furtherance of their own pecu- 
liar work. We refer to the continuance of Chris. 
tian fellowship between northern and southern 
churches. 

The view entertained by the Board as to the 
relevancy of this subject to the work of Foreign 
Missions, has already been indicated. It does 
not come under their cognizance in any form; 
nor, they may be permitted to add, within the 
scope of the tzeneral Convention, with its present 
constitution. There is, in fact, no body, eccle- 
siastical or civil, empowered to act in this partic- 
ular on behalf of the churches interested. The 
churches are independent communities ; they can 
exercise no authority over one another; they 
have delegated no power to individuals or asso- 
ciations, within the knowledge of the Board, to 
act for them. ‘The membersof the Board are 
also members of many different churches. In 
their respective churches they act, or may act,— 
and as individuals also,—in reference to this and 
other matters pertaining to church relations ; but 
asa Board of the Convention for Foreign Missions, 
they can say and do nothing. Such is the posi- 
tion assigned to them in their appointment to the 
Board ; as such they acceded to it; and from it 
they have never, in any form, nor in any degree, 
swerved. They have desired and have sought to 
keep distinct, things that are disconnected ; und, 
as men faithful to themselves, and as a Board 
faithful to their constituents, neither to use their 
official influence to give weight and currency to 
their private opinions, nor, on the other hand, 
through the unseasonable and unseemly obtrusion 
of personal feelings do treachery to the sacred 
interests committed in good faith to their charge. 

In conclusion, the Board affectionately and 
earnestly entreat their brethren and feliow-help- 
ers to remember, that the enterprize in which we 
are engaged, for the dissemination of the Gospel 
in foreign lands, asserts a claim onthe sympathies, 
and prayers, and benefactions of us all, which 
cannot with safety, nor consistently with our 
avowed faith and confessed obligations, be set 
aside. A light has been put into our hands, not 
to be extinguished nor hid, but through our in- 
strumentality to enlighten the nations that are in 
darkness. Alas! that after the lapse of so many 
years, during which a whole generation of the 
heathen have gone down to the grave and onward 
to the judgment ofGod, our utmost united efforts, 
with all our array of means and the favoring 
smiles of Heaven, have barely availed to kindle 
up here and there a solitary taper amidst the sur- 
rrounding gloom. Burmah is not yet evangelized. 
The Karens are but in part converted to God. 
Siam, and Arracan, and the millions of China— 


is the executive of the Convention: the Conven- | 


‘our counsels disturbed, We devoutly commend 
ithe occasion and all that may pertain to it, to the 
disposal of Him who is “wonderful in counsel and 
| excellent in working ;”’ and we entreat our breth- 


funds and fellow-helpers in Christ, “to strive to- 
gether with usin their prayers to God,” that He 
;may shed down upon all who shall be convened 
as their representatives on thateventful day the 
‘‘spirit of love and of a sound mind.” 
Damntet Suarp, President. 
Baron Srow, Rec. Sec’y. 
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For the Christian Secretary. 
Cause of Peace. 
TO MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL. 
| The friends of peace hope to abolish war by 
‘changing the public sentiment on which it rests, 
‘and for the production of such a change, we rely 
|mainly on the co-operations of Christian minis- 
ters in rightly applying the gospel as the only an- 
| tidote to this or any other moral evil. 
ciety proposed, several years ago, that there 


should be on or near the 25th of December in | 


each year, a concert of preaching, prayer and 
‘contribution in behalf of this cause. The propo. 
sal met with very general acceptance; ecclesi- 
| astical bodies, representing the principal denomi- 
nations in our country, passed resolves in favor of 
‘the plan, and many ministers, perhaps several 
thousands in all, began to preach on the subject 
|ef peace as an important part of the gospel. 

There are obvious reasons for such annual 
,effort in behalf of peace. Lvery cause must 
have a place, but for this no other one is provi- 
ded, and, should the time proposed pass without 
an effort, little ifany thing will be done or at- 
tempted by the great body ofits friends. — It ‘s pe 
culiarly liable to be overlooked, and we should 
be unfaithful to our trust, did we not, once a year 
at least, urge on the christian community its 
claims to their advocacy and their prayers, to 
their personal efforts and pecuniary contribu- 
tions. 

PREACHING ON PEACE. 

Itmay well appear superfluous to urge this du- 
ty, for peace is as clearly a part of the gospel as 
repentance or faith, and cannot be omitted in the 
instructions ofthe pulpit without obvious deliu- 
quency. Still there are good reasons for calling 
special attention to this duty. 

1. Its neglect. Peace has for centuries been 
treated by the massof christian ministers very 
much as ifit did not belong to our religion. 

2. Consequent ignorance and misconception 
of the subject. These we meet almost every turn 
and ministers are bound to remove them by 
teaching this partofthe gospel just as they do 
any of its other truths. 

3. The present time favorable for this purpose. 
Christendom now is generally reposing in peace, 
and our own citizens, just relaxed from a fierce 
strife of parties, will have leisure, perhaps a dis. 
position, to hear and heed the claims of this 
cause, 

4. The cause essential to other important 
movements—to liberty, to temperance, to mis- 
sions, to every enterprize, for the spiritual or the 
temporal welfare of mankind. Not one of them, 
without this, can go forward or keep its ground. 

5. This, the only way of bringing the cause be- 
fore the community at large. We could not, if we 


| 


tors on this subject, because in most .cases they 


cause we need the countenance, and they the per- 
sonal benefit of such an effort. 
| 6. With what ease could ministers insure the 


| full and speedy success of this cause. Would they | 
only do for it what they might, and should, or | 


take hold of itas they have of some other causes, 
|they would soon revolutionizethe war sentiments 
| of all Christendom, and banish this custom from 
its borders forever. 


7. The chief responsibility of this cause, then | 


rests on them, and we act only as fraternal mon. 


itors of their duty, when we urge them to its ear- | 


nest advocacy, and remind them of their final ac- 


count to the Prince of Peace, as judge of quick | 


and dead, for their treatment of a cause peculiar- 
ly his own. 

Whenever they plead it, however, we hope 
they will not thrust it out of the Sabbath into a 
fast or a thanksgiving. Not that we object to its 
being discussed on such occasions, but we pro- 
test against the impression iikely to be made by 
such a course, that peace is mainly, if not entire- 
ly a secular theme unfit for the Sabbath. The 
Sermon onthe Mount, so largely occupied with 
peace, unfit for the Sabbath! 

We would not prescribe to ministers their mode 
of treating this subject, but we hope they will 
preach upon it one sermon or more in their best 
style ofillustration, argument and eloquence.— 
The cause demands a strong effort directly to the 
point. Vague declamation, or desultory re- 
marks, or a string of inferences from a sermon on 
some other topic will not suffice. We want a 
whole discourse or more, all bearing directly, 
solely and strongly on peace—not peace in the 
sense of everything or nothing, as the hearer 
may chance to apply it, but peace in the sense of 
opposition to the practice of war betwce3n na. 
tions. 

CONCERT OF PRAYER FOR PEACg. 


We need not urge the necessity of prayer, nor 


Our So- | 


| would, and would not, if we could, send agentsin- | 
}to all congregations to perform the duty of pas. | 


can, if they will, do it better themselves, and be. | 


ations wholly extrinsic and irrelevant. That the confederation be infringed, and the harmony of| Perhaps we have too many month/y concerts of 


prayer, but have we too many annual concerts? 
Too much to pray one hour in a whole year for the 
universal reign of peace! Will any disciple of 
the Prince of Peace plead such an excuse? If 


vention above stated, but from a just consideration | ren of every place and name, contributors to our | so, the very fact calls aloud, not only for prayer 


| and humiliation before God, but for redoubled ef. 
forts in behalfof a reform so deplorably needed. 
CONTRIBUTIONS, 

Money is obviously as indispenable to this as 
{o any othercause. No custom, hallowed by the 
usages of a world for five thousand years, and 
wrought into the very texture of society and gov. 
ernment, can be abolished without a long series 
of energetic, expensive efforts, to change the deep 
rooted sentiments of mankind in its favor. Can 
agents be supported, and publications issued by 
scores of thousands, and the whole system of ope- 
| rations necessary to success be sustained without 
/money? No one can suppose this; yet few im- 

agine how much isneeded. 1. For our periodical, 
which ought to be scattered more or less gratuit- 
|ously through the land; 2. For our vo/umes, of 
which we already have several stereotyped, and 
| others in readiness to be published as soon as we 
can get the means; 3. For our tracts, of which 
we have nine stereotyped, but all out of print for 
| want of means, and others we have that ought to 
| have been published long ago; 4. For agencies, 
| We need six or eight agents immediately, but are 
| unable to pledge a support to any, and those who 
labor for the cause must doso at their own ex. 
pense or risk. We would, however, dispense 
| with agents for the present, if our friends would 
| only furnish the means, of keeping the press at 
| work ; but it would cost not less than $6000 to 
| put a single tract at one cent a piece in every 
lamily of New England alone, and some 30,000 
| or $40,000 for the whole land, besides all we need 
for other publications ; while the entire amount of 
| contributions to this cause since its commence. 
| ment by Dr. Worcester, twenty-five years ago, 
| has probably averaged little more than $1000 a 
year. 
Now, is it right for the christian community, 
| after having repeatedly endorsed this cause as 
| their own, and commended it as worthy ofuniver- 
| sal support, to Jet it struggle along on such a pit- 
| tance as this, when they might, without an effort, 
| furnish all that is needed for its vigorous, success. 
‘ful prosecution? Give us one dollar in a hun- 
| dred of what has been expended in the recent 
| election, or the bare interest of what the Bunker 
| Hill Monument will have cost, or a tithe of mere- 
_ly the interest upon the interest of what has been 
| worse than wasted in the Forida war, or ten dol- 
lars, or five, or even two, from every congrega- 
| tion in the free States alone, and the thing is done. 
| And shall it not be done? We trust our friends 
| in every place will see that something is done for 
the cause, to make timely, determined efforts for 
the purpose. Cannot every one who preaches 
| on the subject have a collection at the close of the 
| Sermon ? That ts the best time ; but if not then, 
it should in no case be entirely omitted. Let it 
come at the close of the concert, as the next best 
place; or let some devoted friend solicit either 
| donations or subscriptions for our periodical, (only 
one dollar a volume, of twelve numbers, and near- 
|ly three hundred pages.) 6 The minister in 
| whose church a collection is taken up, will be en- 
| titled to‘our periodical, the Advocate of Peace, 
| fora year; every donor of one dollar or more, 
| may also receive it, if he wishes, and whenever 
desired, some of our tracts, or other publications 
| will be returned for money sent to our treasury, 
addressed either to the Treasurer or the Secreta- 
ry of the Society, care of Whipple & Damrell, 
/9 Cornhill, Boston. 
In behalf of the American Peace Soc, 
Georce C. Beckwirn, Cor. See’ry. 
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Connecticut Literary Institution. 
The Fall Term of this Institution closed on Tues- 
| day last, the Ist inst. Owing to the bad travelling, 
and perhaps to a want of suitable information, only a 
small number of the examining committee and of the 
patrons of the Institution were present to witness 
the exercises of the students. From such as were 
in attendance we learn that the different classes ac. 
quitted themselves well, giving proof of ability and 
success on the part of the teachers, as well as dili- 
| gence and close application on the part of the stu. 
dents. Some of the classes were considerably redu. 
| ced in numbers, owing to the fact that several stu. 
dents had left the Institution to engage in teaching. 
It is to be regretted that any should be under the ne- 
cessity of leaving before the close of the term, but in 
some cases it is doubtless unavoidable. We were 
exceedingly gratified to learn that not less than ‘wen- 
ty young gentlemen who have been connected with 
the Institution during the past term, will be engaged 
in teaching during the ensuing Winter. 

The Winter Term will commence on Wednesday, 
the 9th inst. We understand that the teachers are 
making arrangements to give lectures weekly, before 
their respective classes. In order that they may 
carry out this design more effectually, a liberal ap- 
propriation has been made by the Board of Trustees 
for enlarging the library, by ion of some 
standard works on the Classics, Natural Sciences, 
&c. &c. Some addition is to be made also, to the 
Chemical and Philosophical apparatus. 

We are glad to witness on the part of both 
the Teachers and Trustees a spirit of enterprize 
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1 ¢ reaponded to by the community at large, 
a ‘al 4 place the institution on a firm basis, 
i mye it a deservedly high reputation. 
mi, the roome for students have all been occupied 
age the in term, the late appropnation by the 


annot 


welature one half of which becomes available in 
* wry and the other half in July,) seems very 
*», in furnishing the Board with means for enlar- 
» the buildings, and increasing the accommoda- 
od of the students. Whether, after liquidating 
yo present outstanding debts, there will remain a 
yficient amount to erect such a building as the in- 
eats of the Institution demands remains to be 
! The plan of such a building is soon to be 
~ecuted, and proposals obtained for its erection.— 
vp sincerely hope that the state of the funds will 
he such, as to justify the Board in putting it under 


otract as Soon as possible. 


een. 


sesoctATION Minutes.—The author of the two 
-Jjowing resolutions, adopted by the New London 
oeiation at their last annual meeting, has very 
tely requested us to give them an insertion in 
‘ye Secretary. In his letter he says, “ I forward 
) the minutes of the New London Association.— 
‘on will find two resolutions on the subject of slay- 
, which I would request you to insert in your pa- 

1 wish this particularly, as one resolution 

«eh conveys the idea that no resolutions of this 
-yaracter were passed, has already appeared in your 
oor, over the signature of the clerk.” 
This is certainly a sufficient reason; but we have | 
collection of any such resolution as Mr. Rob-| 
_oy alludes to, ever having been published in our | 
wer. In order to do full justice to the author of 
»» yesolutions, however, we shall copy them entire. 
«The following resolutions presented by Br. Asa A. 
k son were adopted. : +e 

resolved, That in the opinion of this body, Slavery, as 
.vats in our Southern community, is a great sin. 
Resolved also, That we consider it the duty of Christ- 
» pray fervently, and labor prudently, yet persevering- 
r its speedy extinction,” 


\ 


ans 


Rev. S. B. Pace has accepted the invitation, 
od entered upon his duties as pastor of the Baptist 
churce in Massillon, Starke Co., Ohio. 

Mr. Page was a graduate of the Theological In- 
ion at Newton, and formererly a resident of 
city. 

Rev. Epwarp K. Furrer of the Independent 

Raotiet church in Pawtucket, R. L. has resigned his 
ral charge, and is succeeded by Rev. Sixas 

Spavtpine, late pastor of the First Baptist church 

the same place. 

Rey. Jonatuan Axpricu has resigned the pasto- 
urge of the First Baptist church in Newbury- 
on account of the state of his health. 

Br J. L. Wanner, Editor of the Banner and 

neer, was ordained as an Evangelist at Louis- 

e, Ky. Nov. 4. Br. Waller has been elected 

neral Agent of the General Association of Ken. 


a 


§ ‘ 


"AY. 

Br. Cuannes W. Franpers has been ordained 
sstor of the Baptist church in Beverly, Mass. 

Rev. Baron Srow has sailed for Europe, and 
vill be absent six or eight months. His health is 
«ad to be feeble, which we understand is the reason 

s making the voyage. 

Rev. Mr. Wurrraker. The N. Y. Evangelist) 
ays, “ This gentleman has recently been licensed 
» preach the gospel by the Congregational Associ- | 

n of this city; and is regularly supplying the 
rch at the corner of Catharine and Madison 


We understand that the revival in New Britain 
continues to inerease im interest. About forty per- 
ons have professed faith in Christ, and conversions 

cur daily 
Curtstian Revrew.—-We intend to make some ex- 
‘nets from this valuable periodical next week. Sev- 
ral lengthy articles have crowded out much inter. 
sing matter in this day’s paper. 


Mason’s ‘Sacrep Harp:’ on Beauties or Cnurcn 

Music. 

This collection, being vol. II, of the same work, 
with alterations and additions, has just been issued 
from the press. We have scena copy of this work, 
ind from a hasty glance of its pages, cannot speak 
with much certainty as to its comparative excellence ) 
over other collections now in use. Besides, we pro- 
fess to know very little about the science of music. | 
This much we do know, that the reputation of Mr. 
Mason, as a teacher and composer, ranks among the 
frst in the country ; and any thing emanating from | 
him is considered a sufficient guaranty to public fa-| 

tr. The pieces, many of which are new, we should 
think well adapted to be performed by choirs. 

The books are for sale by Messrs. Spalding and, 


torrs. 


§ 


DioraMas.—The splendid moving Dioramas, 
which have for sometime past been exhibiting at the 
City Hall, to crowds of visiters, we understand 
are about to be removed. We perceive that much 
has been said in the public prints in commendation 
of these dioramas, and we think very justly and de- 
tervedly. The beautiful and picturesque scenes 
brought to view, of Adam and Eve in the Garden of 
Eden, are well worth seeing, as also the Battle of 
Trenton and the Constitution and Guerriere. 


For the Christian Secretary. 

Ma. Eprrorn:—The following article has come 
providentially into my possession, and is deemed 
worthy of a place in your columns. It was drawn 
up by a brother of mach diligence, and of no smal] 
ability in biblical research. Entire originality is not 
claimed for it; but I think its merit consists more in 
the rich thoughts gleaned by the diligence of the 
writer from men “ Mighty in the scriptures,” inter- 
Spersed with appropriate remarks of his own; aad 
the whole judiciously arranged. 

Your readers will perceive, that the writer intends 
ta explanation and reconciliation of certain passages 
in the 7th, 9th, and 11th chapters of Isaiah, upon 
which divers opinions have been set forth by com- 
mentators and others. Should light be derived to 
‘2y pious mind from the remarks of our brother, his 
object will be attained. Or, should an abler one be 
duced to shed a stronger light upon these passa- 
tes, so much the better. The whole is submitted to 
jour discretion. A. B. 


Though the prophecies in these chapters, espec- 
ally those concerning the Messiah, are clear to my 
own mind, yet sincerity compels me to acknowledge 
‘nat there is geome obscurity, on account of the order 
‘8 which they appear. I shall endeavor to give such 


| with scripture, poo haaralg old goannas meke the 


‘planation as J am able, by comparing scripture 
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Bible its own interpreter. ing, I will 
lay down some important fules for interpreting 
prophecy. | 


1. A text must be considered prophetic, when it 
cannot be applied to any passing event, without do. 
ing violence to the language.. 2. When other in- 
spired writers treat it as such, for then we have an 
infallible commentary. 3. When titles are applied 
which belong to none but God, we must not apply 
the prophecy to mortal man. 4. A perfect conform. 
ity between predictions and events, must satisfy us 
that we have the right meaning, as this is the test 
by which prophets are to be tried. 

When Isaiah delivered these prophecies, Ahaz 
reigned over Judah and Pekah, the son of Remaliah, 
over Israel, sometimes called Samaria or Ephraim. 
Mutual jealousies existed between these rival king- 
doms, producing frequent wars, one of which was 
raging at that time. Pekah, to strengthen himself 
against Ahaz, had allied himself to Rezin, a pagan 
prince, who reigned over that part of Syria which 
constituted the kingdom of Damascus, and they were 
preparing jointly to fall upon the Jews and over. 
whelm them. This produced such consternation in 
Jerusalem that it is said chap. 7: 2, The heart of 
Ahaz was moved, and the heart of his people, as the 
trees of the wood are moved with the wind. God 
was touched with their miseries, and sent Isaiah to 
strengthen their hopes and rebuke their fears. He 
informed them that within three score and five years 
Ephraim should be broken, that it be not a people. 
He also gave Ahaz the choice of a sign, to confirm 
the truth of the prediction. Ahaz was a wicked 
king ; so much so, that the scriptures in describing 
his perverseness, declare, 2 Chron. 28; 22, This is 
that king Ahaz, or as some versions render it, he 
was always Ahaz. He refused to ask a sign, not 
because he was disposed to rest upon the testimony 
of God, by the prophet, but because he was inclined 
to infidelity, and trusted in his ally, the king of As- 
syria; for he had formed an alliance with that idola- 
trous prince. Notwithstanding his arrogance, God 


gave him signs, that before the prophet’s two sons, 
one then in existence, and the other soon to be born, 
should arrive at years of discretion, the two confed- 
erate kings should be overthrown, These predic- | 
tions were preceded by that sign of all signs, the ad- 
vent, or giftof Messiah. For an account of the first 
child, see chap. 7. He was named Shear-jashub, 
which means the remnant shall return. The other 
was to be called Maher-shalal-hash-baz, that is, make 
speed to the spoil. Both names were expressive of 
what was shortly to be accomplished. Isaiah was 
directed (see chap. 7) to go and meet Ahaz, taking 
with him Shear-jashub and present him in the pres- 
ence of the affrighted king and people, and declare to | 
them. Before the child, or this child, (doubtless 
holding him up in their sight,) shall know to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land that thou ab- 
horrest, shall be forsaken of both her kings. The 
other child was also a sign of the same deliverance. 
God frequently gives more than one, for the confir- 
mation of our faith. Before this child shall have} 
knowledge to cry—my father and my mother, the 
riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be 
taken away before the king of Assyria. The agree- 
ment of the two signs appears, when we consider 
that the difference of the ages of these children, 
probably three or four years, is about the time inter- 
vening between the ability to cry to my father and 
my mother, and years of discretion, to know good 
and evil. 

These prophecies began to be accomplished about 


_ayear after they were uttered. Tilgath-pilneser, king 


of Assyria, drew off the forces of Rezin and Pekah 
from the siege of Jerusalem, by carrying the war into 
their own country, and actually drove them out of 
their kingdoms and slew them. See 2 Kings, 16: 
9. The king of Assyria went up against Damascus 
and carried the people of it captive to Ker, and slew 
Rezin. See also 2 Kings, 15: 30. And Hoshea, 
the son of Elah, made a conspiracy against Pekah, 
the son of Remaliah, and smote him and slew him. 
About eleven years after the prophecy was deliv- 
ered, Shalmaneser much more effectually reduced 
these kingdoms. See 1 Chron. 5: 26, and 2 Kings 
17: 9-12. But it was reserved for Esar-haddon, 
sometimes called Sargon, (Isa. 20: 1,) to give the 
finishing stroke. Having conquered Babylon, he an- 
nexed it to his dominions. Powerful by this acqui- 
sition, he marched against the kingdoms of Syria and 
Israel, which had been almost annihilated by Shal- 
maneser, transplanted the remainder of their inhab- 


_itants into Assyria, except an inconsiderable number 


who eluded his pursuit and extinguished their names 
from among the nations of the earth. The predic- 
tion was then fulfilled, (chap. 7: 8.) Within three 
score and five years shall Ephraim be broken, that it 
be not a people. This was the time that elapsed be- 
tween the prediction and the event by Esar-haddon. 

Concerning the third child in the order in which 
we are proceeding, and in his birth, though first in 
importance, I now direct attention. 

All the mercies bestowed upon that nation, the 
call of Abraham and the promise to make of his seed 
a great and numerous people, were grounded on the 
covenant made with the father of that nation, while 
he dwelt in Ur of the Chaldees, that in his seed all 
the nations of the earth should be blessed; and as 
the accomplishment of the predictions concerning 
Jesus Christ rendered it necessary that the Jews 
should continue a tribe and nation, and her rod un- 
broken until Shiloh should come. Therefore the 
prophet reminds them of this, to remove their feara, 
and encourage their hopes of deliverance. Here, 
then, though you refuse to ask a sign, is the sign of 
all signs, the miracle of all miracles. That grand 
design of Jehovah, for the accomplishment of which 
he will shake the heavens and the earth and the sea 
and the dry land; and even subvert the laws of na- 
ture. Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and call his name Immanuel. Rising still higher, as 
the prophets frequently do when on this grand sub. 
ject, he seems to say by prophetic vision, chap. 9: 
6,1 even now, by faith, which is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen, 
penetrate all the ages that are to intervene, and see 
this wonderful child and speak of him as already upon 
the earth. Unto usa child is born, unto us a son is 
given: and the government shall be upon his shoul- 
der: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun- 
sellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, 
The Prince of Peace. 

There are some objections to this exposition which 
will now be briefly noticed. I have considered the 
child spoken of in chap. 9: 6, the same as the one 
mentioned in chap. 7: 14-15, and different from the 


one noticed in chap. 7: 16, as the sign of the then | 


temporal deliverance. It is argued by many that the 
whole of the three verses are a prophecy of one and 


the same child. Some attempt to apply it all to Mes. 
siah, while others attempting to cut the gordian knot, 
leave out Christ entirely, and apply it to Maher. 
shalal-hash-baz, or Hezekiah, or some other success. 
or of Ahaz. Considered in either of these ways, dif. 
ficulties thicken around us. In attempting to apply 
all to the Messiah, we are met by an insurmountable 
difficulty. The prophecy in the 16th verse, we have 
shown, was fulfilled soon after it was uttered ; where. 
as Jesus Christ was not born till hundreds of years 
afterwards. As the prophets frequently pass rapid- 
ly and almost imperceptibly from one subject to an. 
other, and as they wrote in poetry, which might fre- 
quently require this, we therefore hesitate not to 
present the fair, plain interpretation and order here 
given, and the difficulty vanishes. The child nam. 
ed Immanuel could not refer to Maher-shalal-hash. 
baz. For there is strong presumptive evidence (and 
no opposing circumstances to cause a doubt) that 
one woman was the mother of both sens of Isaiah. 
That Shear-jashub was the elder, is certain; and 
there is the fullest evidence that the mother of both 
was the lawful wife of Isaiah, and on this account 
was called the prophetess ; and not because she had 
the gift of prophecy. Add to this Hebrew names are 
always expressive of something ; and the names Im- 
manuel and Maher-shalal-hash-baz have entirely dif- 
ferent significations. Nor could it mean Hezekiah, 
fur he was from nine to eleven years of age when 
Ahaz ascended the throne. (See 2 Kings, 16: 2, 
and 18:2.) Ahaz was 20 years old when he began 
to reign, and reigned 16 years ; making him 36 years 
of age when he died. Hezekiah was 25 years old 
when he began to reign. Take 25 from 36, leaves 
11 years for the age of Hezekiah when Ahaz began 
to reign. But as the Jews reckoned a small part of 
a year for a whole one; and as Ahaz must have been 
very young to have a son, I therefore incline to make 
this allowance, and put down nine years for the age 
of Hezekiah when Ahaz ascended the throne. Some 
commentators place this prophecy in the fourth year 
of the reign of Ahaz; and there is reason to suppose 
an intervening space, even of years, by referring to 
the 28th chap. 2 Chron. which must add to Hezeki- 
ah’sage. But as I have not been able to establish 
that point; and as the above is sufficient to prove 
that the prophecy could not refer to Hezekiah, I 
therefore leave it, only adding, that Ahaz had no 
other son who reigned over Judah. Iam therefore 
led to the conclusion, that the former rendering is 
correct, and objections vanish. Matthew also ap- 
plies this prophecy of Immanuel to Jesus Christ, and 
thus we have an infallible commentary. Applying 
the rules mentioned at the commencement, we must 
do violence to the language used—reject an infallible 
commentary—apply titles to mortal man which be- 
long only to God, and shut our eyes against facts ful- 
filling predictions, or apply the prophecies which we 
have to the Messiah. 

The 15th verse of the 7th chapter deserves a pass- 
ing notice. Butter and honey denotes plenty ; and 
in one place plenty produced by a sparse population. 
(See chap. 7: 21-22.) Milk and honey were the 
products of the land of Canaan. The expression 
that he may know to refuse the evil and choose the 
good, has been considered as distinguishing Imman- 
vel from other children who, it is said, choose the 
evil and refuse the good. But ifthe foregoing expo- 
sition is correct, the same language is applied to 
Shear-jashub. Besides, we contend that every one 
knows, or is convinced, that he ought te refwee the 
evil and choose the good, and the only obstacle is the 
will. I therefore conclude that the only meaning to 
be attached to the 16th verse is, that Immanuel shall 
be brought up in the land of Canaan, the promised 
inheritance of Israel, (though he sojourned a short 
time in Egypt,) that he shall grow up and come to 
maturity by natural means, like other children; thus 
giving one evidence, among many, that he was man, 
as well as God. 

Behold, then, Isaiah going forth to meet the trem- 
bling Ahaz, and his affrighted people, and telling 
them not to fear, or be faint-hearted, for the two tails 
of these smoking firebrands; for their fierce anger 
will soon appear only wind and smoke. Tilgath- 


pilneser will effectually quench their fire, and the | 


smoke will vanish. God, who had determined to 
preserve Judah till the advent of Messiah, can turn 
them back by the way that they came, and entirely 
discomfit them. And now as you, wicked Ahaz, re- 
fuse to ask a sign, I will discharge my commission as 
a prophet of the Lord, (the testimony of Jesus being 
the spirit of prophecy,) by referring you to that sign 
for the accomplishment of which the anger of God 
against you is stayed. Behold a virgin shall con- 
ceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Imman- 
uel; butter and honey shall he eat, that he may 
know to refuse the evil and choose the good. In 
virtue of that promise, and to assure you that you 
will be preserved as a distinct people, until its accom- 
plishment ; I now give you a sign and prediction of 
temporal deliverance. Before the child (or this child 
in my arms, or by my side) shall know to refuse the 
evil and choose the good, the land that thou abhor- 
rest, Syria and Ephraim or Samaria, shall be forsak- 
en of both her kings. 


For the Christian Secretary. 
The Spirit Voice. 
I. 
There is a voice, it comes to us in pleasure’s gayest hour, 
In tones of solemn warning comes, and with a withering 
power, 
And changes oft our joyous hours to those of deepest gloom, 
Whispers to the astonished soul, ‘ the future and the tomb,’ 
Il. 
Amid the glittering things of earth, her brightest circles 
round, 

Whilst listening to her syren songs, comes the unwelcome 
sound, 

Where cluster’d thick, are cherish’d joys which soon must 
lose their bloom ; 

A voice comes wringing thro’ the heart, ‘ the future and 


the tomb.’ 
ml. 


The sun may sweetly shine above, and no black cloud 
appear, 

Yet oft will come a trembling thought, and start the bitter 
tear, 

Which dashes soon our cup of bliss, and shades the brow 
with gloom,— 

The echo of the spirit voice, ‘ the future and the tomb, 

Iv. 

The miser o’er the midnight lamp may count his glittering 
dust, 

And make the paltry fruits of fraud his solace and his trust, 

Ott comes a knocking at his heart, nor will he give it room, 

Though startled by the thundering voice, ‘ the future and 
the tomb.’ 


v. 
The mother o'er her darling child, most innocently fair, 


Marks his bright eye, his beauteous brow—the rose-bud 
opening there ; 

The present is one halcyon day: can she avert his doom ? 

The thought comes trembling to her heart, ‘ the future and 


the tomb.’ 
vt. 
The student climbs the rugged height—the dizzy steep to 
fame, 


Will sacrifice his peaceful hours, for honor’s tinsel’d name ; 
Ambition sparkling in his eye—he sees the laurels bloom, 
But ah! is written on each leaf, * the Suture and the tomb, 


vi. 
The reckless gambler at the board, in manhood’s strength 
and pride, 
And passing swiftly down the stream—corruption’s dark- 
en’d tide, 
There comes amid his revelries to blench his cheeks of 
bloom, 
A voice, like daggers to his soul, ‘ the future and the tomb.’ 
vit. 


The aged man, with hoary locks, upon the verge of death, 
And clinging closer to this earth, pants for the flatterer’s 
breath ; 

The echo of that voice he hears—precursor of his doom, 
The Srinrr Vorce, which urgent cries, ‘the future and 


the tomb.’ 
Ix. 
But does this voice the Christian start with anguish and 
affright, 
And shroud his future hopes of bliss in shadows of the 
night ? 
The faithful pilgrim—plunge Ais soul in sadness and in 
gloom ? 
Ah! no; he has a hope beyond ‘ the future and the tomb,’ 
x. 


’Tis written on his closet walls, where he retires for pray’r— 
He heeds the monitory voice—inclines the willing ear— 

The still small whispers to the soul,—and if he bid it come, 
’T will light his pathway up beyond ‘the future and the 


tomb.’ 
XI. 
Yet often he lets down his watch to tread in dangerous 
ways,— 


And in a labyrinth of thought, from simple precept strays ; 

Desires to pierce beyond the stars, and read his future doom, 

Forgets that faith in God reveals* the future and the tomb.’ 

xu. 

The monitory lessons taught on all earth’s fading things— 

Its echoes, sounding loud and deep, speed round on tire- 
less wings ; 

Comes with a sweet inviting voice to youth, in beauty’s 
bloom,— 

To happiness and life beyond the future and the tomb. 

XII. 

This voice is heard creation round in every leaf which falls ; 

In the soft whispers of the breeze,—in Nature’s simple 
calls,— 

In language which most plainly shows a changing time 
will come, 

Which mortal vision may not screen—‘ the future and the 


tomb.’ 
xiv. 


*Tis written on the morning sky in everlasting light; 
And when the god of day declines, and on the shades of 


night, 

And on the purple gates of death,——the Christian feels no 
gloom,— 

The Resurrection morn unveils ‘ the future and the tomb.’ 


xv. 
Oh! may we hear the Spirit Voice in every passing hour— 
Escape the dangers of the way,—yield to its gracious pow’r, 
And in the Ark of Safety hide while there is ample room— 
Through mercy be prepared to meet * the future and the 
tomb.’ Justitia. 
Hartford, Nov. 30th. 


Shipwreck and Loss of Lives. 

From two seamen, who arrived in town on Tuesday 
night from Carrituck beach, we learn the following partic. 
ulars. They state that they belonged to the sloop William 
J. Watson, of and for Philadelphia, from St. John’s River, 
(E. F.) laden with pitch and pine lumber, which vessel 
was cast away on Boddy’s Island on the night of the 15th 
inst. ‘The second mate and one ofthe crew were lost. 

They also state thata sloop of about 40 tons burthen, 
foundered off New Inlet, and all on board perished. They 
distinctly heard their cries for help, but having lost their 
boat, could render them none. 

They also report, that a full rigged brig, understood to 
have been bound to Boston, went ashore about the 5th 
inst., to the southward of Boddy’s Island, and had all hands 
except two drowned.— Norfolk Beacon. 


The completion of our railroad is now placed beyond a 
doubt. The recent meeting of the stockholders did the bu- 
siness very effectually. The new subscription of $100,000 
was completed, and the impulse given to the work will soon 
carry it to the State line. The whole northern division of 
the road is now under contracts, and we learn that a moie. 
ty of this division will be graded by the first of May next. 
The remainder will be ready for the rails in Autumn, and 
unless unforeseen obstacles prevent, the cars will pass over 
the whole route by the close of the coming year. Ifthe 
Berkshire road be completed at that time, as it undoubted- 
ly may be, we shall then have an unbroken communication 
by Railroad with Boston, Albany and Buffalo. The few 
links that are wanting in this western chain will soon be 
supplied by the aid of eastern capitalists.—Bridgeport 
Farmer, 


Hartrorp anv Sprinerietp Rattroap.—We are glad to 
see the Committee appointed at the late meeting at Hartford, 
again “stirring in this matter.” A meeting has been called 
to be held on Wednesday, Dec. 2d, to “take decisive steps 
for the furtherance of the project.” We wish we could 
put a little life and energy into their proceedings, and har- 
monize the views of allin relation to local considerations, 
which, we understand, have hitherto retarded the progress 
of the work. But our Hartford friends, once aroused, can 
do wonders ; and it will be a wonder if the Springfield folks 
don’t help them. New Haven has done herduty, but will 
still stand as a corps de reserve in the final emergency. We 
say, whip up thatteam and “go ahead.”—N. H. Herald, 


Nov. 30. 


EXTRAORDINARY ACCESSION O£ Fortune.—Last week, a 
journeyman paper-maker, named Robert Howard, who 
formerly worked at the Ivy mill, near this town, received 
the unexpected information that a chancery suit, which had 
been pending fifty years, had terminated in his favor, put- 
ting him in possession of £200,000—£50,000 of which, 
by aprevious engagement entered into many years ago, 
and which with the suit itself was almost forgotten, goes 
to the attorney who succeeded in bringing the suit toa 
successful termination.— Maidstone Journal. 


DisarreaRaNce or Fixep Stars.—During the last two or 
three centuries, upwards of thirteen fixed stars have disap- 
peared. One of them, situated in the North Hemisphere, 
presented a peculiar brilliancy, and was so bright as to be 
seen by the naked eye at mid-day. It appeared to be on 
fire, appearing at first of a dazzling white, then of a reddish 
yellow, and lastly ofan ashy pale color. La Place suppo. 
sed that it was burned up, as it has never been seen since. 
The conflagtation was visible about sixteen months, 


American Ostricn.—TheGreat Western brought down 
some fine specimens of these large birds, new entrely to us 
of this region. Theyare three in number, quite tall, near- 
ly four feet, and resemble their namesake of the old conti- 
nent in action and external appearance. A gentlemen of 
Chautaque county has them in charge.—Baffalo Commer- 

“In entering a printing office in cold weather, always 


lo 563 | 


Temrenance.—The Rev. Mr. Smith, the Catholic eler- 
man of New Haven, delivered an address on the ou 
temperance in this city Sunday before loet. At the 

of his discoureé, about stepped forward and signed the 
pledge. A good beginning.— Bridgeport Farmer, 
The boundary line between the United States and Tex. 
as, when established, it is said, will leave Miller county, 
Arkansas, wholly within the limits of Texas. 


There are fifty ships owned in Bath, Me., averaging over 
400 tons each, which it is stated have cleared over $400,. 
000 the last year. 


Mayor or New Yoru.—We regret to learn that Mr. 
Varian, the Mayor of the city of New York, is dangerous- 
ly ill, and doubts are entertained of his recovery. 


Gen. Gamarra has been re-elected President of Peru- 


The Newark Daily Advertiser states that the body of 
Mr. Alfred D. Myers, merchant, of English Neighborhood, 
Bergen County, N.J., was found on Monday morning of 
last week, in his store much bruised and disfigured. he 
coroner's verdict was that he had been “violently killed by 
some person or persons unknown.” 


A two horse coach, containing the U. 8. Mail from Lan. 
caster, Pa., was stopped, a few miles from Philadelphia, by 
two men on Saturday morning last. One of them threat. 
ened the life of the driver, by presenting a pistol at him, 
while the other took the mail bag from the coach. The 
bag was found on thesame day, about a mile from the place 
of the robbery, unopened. 


Anortner Svuicipe.—The Boston Bay State Democrat of 
Saturday, says ; 

**We understand that Richard Childs, Esq., one of our 
most estimable citizens, committed suicide this morning. 
His untimely death has casta gloom over a wide circle of 
friends and acquaintances. No cause for the act is known 
to exist.” 

Queens or Eneiann.—There have been forty Queens of 
England, from the Conquest to Victoria, thirty-five being 
Queens consort, and five Queens regnant. 


University or Vireinta.—The Visitors have appointed 
Nathaniel I. Howard, Esq., of Richmond, Professor of 
Law in the University, to supply the vacancy occasioned 
by the death of Professor Davis. 


Aut ror GLory.—Since the invasion of Algiers by the 
French, about ten years ago, upwards of 50,000 French 
soldiers have been slain. There are about 70,000 soldiers 
in that country, 10,000 of whom are in hospitals. It re- 
oon the sum of $100,000 per week to pay and support 
thein. 


New Hamrsurre.—The population of the state of N. 
Hampshire is 269,633, being an increase of 14,848 in ten 
years. Colored, 530, being a decrease of 70 since 1830, 
In 1820 the colored population appears to have been 925. 


Isaac Hunter Jr, of Massachusetts, committed suicide, a 
few days since, at Charleston, S. C. by hanging himself 
with his handkerchief from nis bed post. 


———-—- — +. a ee ee — 


MARRIED, 


== ee | 
At Manchester, Nov. 10th by Rev. D. Bennet, Mr. Eli 
G. Turney of Woodbury, to Miss Mirza Sweetland of the 
former place. By the same, at Ashford, on Thanksgiving 
day, Lucius Chamberlain of Mansfield, to Miss Rosette 
Bosworth of Ashford. 

At South Wilbraham, Oct. 29, by Rev. A. Bennett, Mr. 
Alston Calkins to Miss Zerviah Beebe. By the same, at 
East Longmeadow, Mr. Edwin Brenchly to Miss Asenath 
Sweetland. 

At Essex, on the 22d Nov. by Rev. W. G. Miller, Mr. 
Griswold A. Crocker, of Saybrook, to Miss Eliza I. Hunt- 
ley, of Lyme. By the same, on the 25th Obadiah Spencer, 
Esq., to Miss Esther H. Pratt, both of Essex. By the same, 
on the 30th. Mr. Asahel C. Braddick, to Miss Eliza J. 


Tucker, all of Essex, 


DIED, 


In this city, on the 24th inst., Mrs. Racliel Crosby, aged 
58. 
At East Granby, on the 19th inst., Rev. Whitfield Cowles 
aged 76, 

At Philadelphia, on the 231 inst., Mrs. Dorcas, wife of 
Mr. Isaac Sanford, aged 73, formerly of Hartford, Ct. 

Receipts for the week ending Dec. 3. 

B. Remington, 200; L. B. Ward, 550; Hiram Thrall, 
050; Rev. D. Beunett, 621.2; Rev. J. B. Ballard, 175; 
Henry Dart, 87 1-2; A. Webster 175; Rev. R. Turnbull, 
200; Charles M. Davis, 400; Norris Ashley 200. 
eee =a -—~ 

NOTICE.—The Ministers and Deacons Conference, of 
Litchfield County and vicinity, will meet at the Baptist 
meeting house in Torrington, on Wednesday, the 9th day 
of December next, at 10 o'clock, A.M. The following 
Scriptures are to be used as foundations of Essays to be read 
at the meeting. Prov. 21:18, Ambler and Benedict. 
Phil. 3; 2, Benedict and Doty. Rey. 18:4, Deacon Adams. 
The work, qualifications, and appointments of Deacons. 
Deac’ns Holmes and Lawton. Prov. 17: 16, Br. Nettleton. 
Toby and Squier Mat. 19: 9, in addition to those given to 
them for the last meeting. General subject, Rom. 8th chap: 
ter. Ex. 2: 12, Br. Atwell. Br. Squier to preach; Br, 
Toby his alternate, T. Benepicr, Clerk. 


— 


NOTICE. 

The Board of the Connecticut Baptist Education 
Society, will meet at the house of H. Wooster, Deep 
River, on Tuesday the 8th day of December next, 
at 2o'clock P. M. H. Wooster, Sec’y. 

Deep River, Nov. 17, 1840. 

NOTICE, 

The Board of the Connecticut Baptist Conven- 
tion, will meet at Deep River, on Tuesday the 8th 
day of December next, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 


N. B. Churches soliciting aid, will make their 
returns for the last six months: i.e. from the Ist of 
June last, and direct the subscriber, post paid, 

R. Jenninas, Rec. Sec. 

Deep River, Nov. 17, 1840. 

THE VILLAGE READER. 

A new Reading Book for the higher classes in com. 
mon schools and Academies, by the compilers of the 
Cuaitps Guipe, InteLLtigent Reaver, &c. 

From the Boston Christian Watchman, 


“When we first took ¥ this volume, we could not 
help asking impatiently, What motive could induce 
any one to add another to the long catalogue of read- 
ing booksalready prepared for children? It must, 
of course, thought we, be a bird in borrowed plumes, 
at the expense of its fellows. But on looking it over, 
we find it has many beautiful plumes of its own which 
have never been worn by the flutterers and chatterers 
around. lo plain words, it contains a great many 
new, racy, spicy anecdotes, essays and moral tales, 
well calculated to awaken and gratify all the powers of 
the young mind. The pieces, too, are all short, as 
wellas tothe point. So we have some hope that this 
book, ‘‘for the use of schools,” will actually be used 
in schools, and that, too, with pleasure and profit. It 
wy wal eae and substantial merit.” 

i> Highly recommended, also, by vari 
and friends of education. Bi ait wal ses 

(> Copies furnished for examination gratuitously. 

LP Sold ia Hartford by Belknap & Hamers!r, Brown 
& Parsons, Spalding & Storrs, &c. and Booksellers 
generally. 

Nov. 20, 1840. 


COPARTNERSHIP. 

WEEDY & BARROWS baving associated with 

them, H. Hastinas, of the firmof H. Hastings 
& Co., are prepared to transact the Wholesale and 
retail Staple and Fancy DRY GOODS business on 
the most reasonable terms. We particular invite alk 
our old customers, together with as many new ones. 
as wish to purchase Dry Goods in this city, to call at 
263 Main street, where they will find the greatest 
variety of Staple and Fancy Dry ever offered 
in this State, and we pledge ourselves to sell as low 
either at Wholesale or retail, as any other Store 
whatever ;—there will be no mistake about it. Call 
and see. Don't e the place—No. 263 Main 
street. The business will be conducted under the 
name and firm of Bannows, Hastixes & Co 


J. M. BARROWS, 
H. HASTINGS, 
E. A. TWEEDY. 
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walk in boldly, and shut the door after you.” 
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SCELLANEOUS. _ 
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Mr ae Beale onl tie ko Maa 
An Account of pay whe ; 


In the town of Manchester, near the village of 
Palmyra, N. Y., may still be seen an excavation 
in the side of a hill, from whence, according to 
the assertion of the Mormon prophet, the metallic 

lates, sometimes called Tun Gotpen Bree, 
were disinterred. A writer in the New York Eve- 
ning Express, who has been recently travelling 
in the West, remarks that “the Mormons have 
assumed a moral and political importance which 
is but very imperfectly understood.” He then 
proceeds to add in relation to them, that ‘‘associ- 
ated on the religious principle, under a prophet 
and leader, whose mysterious and awful claims to 
divine inspiration make his voice to believers like 
the voice of God ; trained to sacrifice their indi- 
viduality ; to utter one cry; to think and act in 
crowds, with minds that see'n to have been struck 
from the sphere of reason on one subject; and 
left to wander like lost stars, amid the dark ma- 
zes and winding ways of religious error; these 
remarkable sectaries must necessarily hold in their 
hands a fearful balance of political power. Inthe 
midst of contending parties, a single hand might 
turn their influence, with tremendous effect, to 
whichever side presented the most potent attract- 
ion, and should they ever become disposed to ex. 
ert their influence for evil, which may Heaven 
prevent, they would surround our institutions with 
an element of danger, more to be dreaded than 
an armed and hundred-eyed police.” It is not, 
however, in reference to their political, but to 
their religious influence, that we entertain a de- 
gree ofapprehension. This sect has been organ. 
ized only about ten years, aud yet they profess 
to number, in their society, one hundred thousand 
souls. ‘This undoubtedly is an exaggeration, but 
it has been stated from a source upon which reli- 
ance can be placed, that there are probably not 
less than sixty thousand persons now professing 
the Mormon faith. It is said, also, that they are 
putting forth the most indefatigable efforts by itin- 
erant missionaries, both in this country and in 
Europe, to make proselytes to their creed. These 
facts show the importance of spreading upon the 
columns of our religious journals from time to time 
statements that tend to unveil the trickery and 
artifice by which this system of imposture was 
got up and continues to be perpetuated. 

There are two or three reasons why the Mor- 
mon delusion has spread so rapidly, and which 
will probably continue to give it more or less cur- 
rency. 

One cause is, that it fully and cordially admits 
the truth of the sacred Scriptures. Did it diseard 
all previous revelation—pour contempt upon the 
Saviour of the world, and set up an independent 
claim fora revelation wholly new, it would have 
gained comparatively few adiierents, But recog- 
nizing the truth aad credibility of the sacred scrip- 
tures, and retaining, as it does, many doctrines 
which are held in common by different denomina- 
tions of Christians, and covering its own absurd- 
ities with imposing forms and lofty pretensions, it 
opens a winning asylum for all the disaffected and 
dissatisfied of other persuasions, and contains 
much that is congenial to almost every shade 
of radicalism, or erratic religious character. 

Another cause which has contributed to the 
rapid spread of this imposture is, that it appeals 
strongly to the love of the marvellous—to that 
thirst and anxiety, so rife with a certain class of 
mind, to know more than God would have us know 
—to find some discovery that will carry us far- 
ther than revelation—to get some one to come 
back from the grave, and tell us what is in eter- 
nity—to see with our own eyes a miracle, and ob- 
tain some new glimpses of the invisible world. 
There is certainly existing in a certain order of 
men, in every part of the world, and in every 
period of time, a strong propensity of this sort.— 
What but this propensity would have given such 
potent and almost irresistible influence to Joan d’ 
Arc, who, from an ostler maid in an obscure coun. 
trv in France, by claiming heavenly inspirations, 
aud pretending to see visions, and to hear divine 
voices calling her to re-establish the throne of 
France, and to expel the foreign invaders, rose to 
such surprising eminence and power, as to be the 
very pivot upon which the destinies of the whole 
nation turned !—as to be invested with the mili- 
tary conduct of the French army—directing and 
raising sieges—inspiring the troops with invinci- 
ble courage, and spreading disaster and defeat 
through all the ranks of the British army, so that 
the Duke of Bedford, after all the previous suc. 
cess and triumph of the English arms at Verneuil 
and Orleans, and with all his tact and ability, 
could scarcely keep any footing in France? 
What but this deep-rooted propensity could have 
prepared men to have received the dreams, and 
reveries, and pretended revelation from Emanuel 
Swedenborg or of Anne Lee; orto have yielded 
up their reason to a belief in the clairvoyance of 
animal magnetism ? And not to multip!y instances 
abroad, what but such a propensity as the one to 
which we have now referred, attracted the New 
Jerusalemists around Jemima Wilkinson, and gave 

her so much power over a large community of 
men and women! What but this, opened the 
way for the monstrous claims set up by the exe. 
erable Maithias, who drew after him, as by the 

wer of enchantment, and subjected to his dic. 
tum, whole families, persons of education and re- 
finement, and among the number several men of 
intelligence, respectability and fortune? It is to 
this same priaciple, this anxious desire to look 
deeper into the hidden mysteries of the invisible 
world, than any mortal has hitherto been privile- 

to do, that the originators of this ‘‘cunningly 
devised fable” of Mormonism have appealed. 
While they admit the truth and credibility of the 
sacred Scriptures, they profess to have obtained 
an additional revelation, by which new illumina- 
tion is shed over every page of the sacred word, 
all controversies settled, and the obscurity that 
hitherto hung over many religious subjects dis- 
pelled. They profess to bring to light a histori. 
eal and religious record, written in ancient times, 
‘by a branch of the house of Israel that peopled 
America, from whom the Indians are descended. 
This record, which, engraven upon metallic plates, 
lay deposited in the earth for many centu- 
ries, not only corroborates and confirms the truth 
of holy writ, but also opens the events of ancient 
America, as far back at least asthe flood. They 


pretend that this record “‘pours the light of noon- 


en are as necessary now, and as important to the 
salvation of the present generation, as they were 
in any former period, and that they alone possess 
this privilege of immediate and constant inter- 
course with heaven, 

But that which has given vastly the greatest 
strength to Mormonism is the violent persecution 
which its disciples have suffered ia the West, and 
especially ia Missouri. Nothing can be more 
impolitic or unjust, of farther removed from the 
spirit of the gospet, than to oppress and persecute 
any set of men on account of their religious ten- 
ets; and certainly nothing can give them more 
strength or rapid growth than such a procedure. 

The Mormons first located themselves, as a 
body, in Kirtland, Grange county, Ohio.—Some 
difference arose among their leaders on account 
of certain banking operations which they attempt- 
ed, and they separated, and a portion of them 
went to Independence, Jackson county, Missouri. 
The people in the neighborhood of that location 
became unfriendly to them, and drove them away 
by force, subjecting them to great sufferings and 
loss of property. They were at last entirely 
and forcibly expelled from the State of Missourt. 
They afterwards purchased the town of Com- 
merce, said to be a situation of surpassing beauty, 
at the head of the lower rapids on the Illinois 
shore of the Mississippi river. ‘The writer to 
whom | have already referred, and who has re- 
visited these western Mormons this present sum- 
mer, remarks:—‘*The name of the place where 
they now reside, they have recently changed to 
Nauvoo, the Hebrew term for fair or beautiful. 
Around this place, as their centre, they are daily 
gathering from almost every quarter ; and sever- 
al hundred new houses, erected within the last 
few months, attest to the passing traveller the en- 
ergy, industry and self-denial with which the 
community is imbued. They have also obtained 
possession of extensive lands on the opposite side 
of the river, in that charming portion of Iowa 
Territory, known as the “Half breed Reserva. 
tion ;” and there upon the rolling and fertile prai- 
ries they are rapidly selecting their homes and 
opening their farms, As the traveller now passes 
through those natural parks and fields of flowers 
which the hand of the Creator seems to have orig- 
inally planted there for the inspection of his own 
eye, he beholds their cabins, dotted down in most 
enchanting perspective, either on the borders of 
the timber, or beside the springs and streams of 
living water, which are interspersed on every 
hand,” 

The other portion that remain in Ohio have 
erected a stone temple in Kirtland, of splendid ap- 
pearance and singular construction. The first floor 
isa place of worship, with four pulpits at each 
end ; each pulpit calculated to hold three persons. 
These pulpits rise behind and above one another, 
and are designed for different grades of ministers 
according to their rank in office. ‘These are the 
two principle settlements of these people, although 
there are small societies of them found in almost 
every part of the United States. In some instan. 
ces not only members but ministers of orthodox 
churches have been led to leave their own chur- 
ches and indentify themselves with the Mormons. 

It is time that I should acquaint you with some 
facts that came to my personal knowledge full 
thirteen years ago, connected with the rise of this 
imposture. 

[t was early in the autumn of 1827 that Mar- 
tin Harris called at my house in Palmyra one 
morning about sunrise. [lis whole appearance 
indicated more than usual excitement, and he had 
scarcely passed the threshold of my dwelling, be. 
fore he inquired whether he could see me alone, 
remarking that he had a matter to communicate 
that he wished to be strictly confidential. Pre. 
vious to this, [ had but very slight acquaintance 
with Mr. Harris. He had occasionally attended 
divine service in our church. I heard him spo- 
ken of as a farmer in comfortable circumstances, 
residing in the country a short distance from the 
village, and distinguished by certain peculiarities 
of character. He had been, if { mistake not, at 
one period amember ofthe Methodist church, and 
subsequently had identified himself with the Uni- 
versalisis. At this time, however, in his reli. 
gious views he seemed to be floating upon the sea 
of uncertainty. He had evidently quite an ex- 
tensive knowledge of the Scriptures, and possess. 
eda manifest disputatious turn of mind, As I 
subsequently learned, Mr. Harris had always 
been a firm believer in dreams, and visions, and 
supernatural appearances, such as apparitions 
and ghosts, and therefore was a fit subject for 
such men as Smith and his colleagues to operate 
upon. On the occasion just referred to, I invited 
him to accompany me tomy study, where, after 
having closed the door, he began to draw a pack- 
age outof his pocket with great and manifest 
caution. Suddenly, however, he stopped, and 
wished to know if there was any possibility of our 
being interrupted or overheard 2? When answer- 
ed in the negative, he proceeded to remark, that 
he reposed great confidence in me as a minister 
of Jesus Christ, and that what he had now to com- 
municate he wished me to regard as strictly con- 
fidential. He said he verily believed that an im- 
portant epoch had arrived—that a great flood of 
light was about to burst upon the world, and that 
the scene of divine manifestation was to be immedi- 
ately around us. In explanation of what he meant, 
he then proceeded to remark that a Gotpen B1- 
BLE had recently been dug from the earth, where 
it had been deposited for thousands of years, and 
that this would be found to contain such disclos. 
ures as would settle all religious controversies and 
speedily bring on the glorious millennium. 
this mysterious book, which no human eye of the 
present generation had yet seen, was in the pos- 
session of Joseph Smith, Jr., ordinarily known in 
‘the neighborhood under the more familiar desig- 
nation of Jo Smith—that there had been a reve- 
lation made to him by which he had discovered 
this sacred deposit, and two transparent stones, 
through which, as a sort of spectacles, he could 
read the Bible, although the box or-ark that con- 
tained it, had not yet been opened; and that by 
looking through those mysterious stones, he had 
transcribed from one of the leaves of this book, 


the characters which Harris had so carefully 


from bie 


That Cc 


CRETARY. 


et. The whole thing appeared to 
me #o ludicrous and puerile, that I could not re- 
frain from telling Mr. Harris, that I believed ita 
mere hoax got up to practice upon his credulity, 
or an artifice to extort from him money ; for I had 
already, in the course of the conversation, leurn- 
ed that he had advanced some twenty-five dol. 
lars to Jo Smith as a sort of premium for sharing 
with him in the glories and profits of this new 
revelation. For at this time, his mind seemed to 
be quite as intent upon the pecuniary advantage 
that would arise from the possession of the plates 
of solid gold of which this book was’ composed, 
as upon the spiritual light it would diffuse over 
the world. My intimations to him, in reference 
to the possible imposition that was being practiced 
upon him, however, were indignantly repelled. 
He then went on to relate the particulars in re- 
gard to the discovery and possession of this mar- 
vellous book. As fur as I can now recollect, the 

following was an outline of the narrative which | 
he then communicated to me, and subsequently to | 
scores of the people in the village, from some of 
whom in my late visit to Palmyra, I have been 

able to recall several particulars that had quite 

glided from my memory. 

Before 1 proceed to Martin’s narrative, howev- 
er, I would remark in passing, that Jo Smith, 
who has since been the chief prophet of the Mor- 
mons, and was one of the most prominent ostensi- 
ble actors in the first scenes of this drama, be- | 
longed to a very shiftless family near Palmyra. 
They lived a sort of vagrant life, and were prin- 
cipally known as money-diggers. Jo from a boy 
appeared dull and utterly destitute of genius; but | 


his father claimed for him a sort of second sight, | dence, he is enabled to ‘* keep up with the events not | 


a power to look into the depths of the earth, and | 
discover where its precious treasures were hid. | 
Consequently, long before the idea of a Golden 

Bible entered their minds, in their excursions for 

money-digging, which I believe usually occurred | 
in the night, that they might conceal from others 
the knowledge of the place where they struck 

upon treasures, Jo used to be usually their guide, 

putting into a hat a peculiar stone he had, through 

which he looked to decide where they should be- 

gin to dig. 


To be continued. 


DR. G. R. PHELPS’ 
| 


Compound Tomato Pills. | 


The vegetable Famity Menvicine, and anti-dyspeptic 

and anti-bilious remedy. 

HE extensive and extraordinary applicability of | 

this remedy to general disease, as is demonstra- | 

ted in the universal success attending its use, justifies - 

the Proprietor io claiming for it superior considera- 

tion. It has no rival in curing bilious diseases, dys- 

pepsia, liver complaint, sick head ache, jaundice, 
rheumatism, loss of appetite, costiveness, &c. 

The following Letters are selected from the nume- 
rous testimonials of its salutary effects :—for others 
see Pamphlets in the hands of those who sell the 
Medicine. 

From the Rev. F. Bestor, late Agent for the 

Baptist Foreign Missionary Society. 
Dr. G. fh. Phelps.— Dear Sir—Having been re- 
2 to express iny opinion of your ** Compound 
Tomato Pills,” 1 most cheerfully say—that for ten or 
twelve years past I have suffered much froma Chron- 
ic Affection of the Liver, and during all this time 
have used a variety of the most popular remedies 
which have been prescribed without deriving any 
essential relief therefrom. 

Sometime last winter, seeing your medicine ad- 
vertised, and having been intimately acquainted with 
you while a medical student with my uncle, Dr. 
John Bestor, in Connecticut, I was indnced to give 
ittrial. The result has been favorable to the highest 
extent. My general health is greatly improved ; in- 
deed | have not been so free from my Liver and 
Stomach Complaint for at least eight years past.—— 
[ have also used the medicine in my family frequent- 
ly, and have umformly found it mild in its operation 
and salutary in its effect; especially as a vermifuge 
for children, in which cases it has exceeded my most 
sanguine expectations. 

I have also tostate that your medicine 1s quite ex- 
tensively used in the village where I reside, and as I 
learn with good effect. Yours truly, F. Besror. 

New York, July 24, 1839. 

From the Rev. F'. H. Case, Pastor of the Congrega- 
tional Church in Avon. 

Dr. Phelps.—Sir—I have used in my family the two 
boxes of your Compound Tomato Pills, and am pre- 
pared to say that I think them a valuable family 
medicine. Their effect upon myself, has hitherto 
been salutary, in mitigating the evils of that misera- 
ble disease, dyspepsia. Yoursrespectfully, 

Avon, March 9, 1840. Francis H. Case. 

SARATOGA Sparinas, 5th July, 1939. 

Dr. G. R. Phelps.—Respected Friend—Iam truly 
grateful. and can return my sincere thanks to you, 
that under God, you have been the means of restor- 
ing me from a low, toa perfect state of health. About 
thirteen months since, I took a severe cold, (then liv- 
ing at Nantucket,) which soon reduced me to a state 
of great debility; my digestive organs became much 
impaired ; my bowels extremely constipated and de- 
bilitated ; and my blood almost ceased to flow in my 
veins ; my feet and limbs became extremely swollen ; 
my appetite was gone; my flesh rapidly wasted, and 
I was getting weaker every day, with every appear- 
ance of immediate dissolution. My family physician 
advised to call in other counsel. At this period an 
old friend inquired of me “*why I did not use the 
Compound Tomato Pills,” assuring me * they had 
done great cures.” Ireplied, I had never before 
heard of them; yet, 1 would try one box, although I 
was fearful it was too late, as I had not a neighbor 
that believed I could live a week. However, with 
but little hope that they could benefit me I commen- 
ced taking them. To my surprise, the first dose I 
took, (which was three,) essentially relieved me, and 
gave me some strength ; 1n a word, I took three box- 
es, which effected a cure; and I am now as well as 
any man of my age, whichis 59 years. Sir. [can 
never speak too highly of your invaluable Tomato 
Pills; and asI do wish for the health and happiness 
of all my fellow men, you may make use of this state- 
meut as you may deem proper. 

Gratefully, Yours, Joun CoLeMAN. 
_ Caution is necessary in order to obtain the genu- 
ine medicine. Ask for Phelps’ Tomato Pills, and 
observe the label 1s signed G. R. Phelps, M. D. 

For sale by all the Druggists in this city, and by 
one Agent in every town in the State—Price 37} cts. 

Hartford, July 10, 1840. 3m17. 


HARTFORD 

Thomsonian Repository andInfirmary. 
OHN W. JOHNSON, Thomsonian Physician, 
(Agent for Doct. Thomson,) 103 1-2 Front St. 
onstantly on band for Sale an extensive assortment 
of Genuine Medicines purchased of Doct. Thomson, 
with printed directions for family use. Calls in the 
city and country attended promptly—Infirmary is 
open for the reception of patients of whatever 
disease—and every attention and effort will be render- 
ed to effect a speedy and permanent cure, in all 

curable cases. 
Hartford, Aug. 10, 1840. Sw22 


New and Cheap Fall Goods. 
post received, and now opening, a large assort- 
meat of foreign and domestic Dry Goods, adapted 
to the season, to which we would particularly direct 
the attention of purchasers. 
N. B. Goods shall be sold as cheap as at any other 


store. E. BLISS, & CO. 


Jenynsand Leslie. 


SS eS SpE 


“- MITCHELUS 
School Geography and Atlas, 


WITH OUTLINE MAPS. 


mee study of Geography has been greatly im 
proved and the science rendered moi e clear 
and comprehensible to youth, from arrang ements 
simplification, and use of maps. Efforts hase been 
made by different Anthors, with various success, to 
improve the Elementary Works upon this Science,in 
regard to ps emeyembe warraan lineations, and matter 
offact. Without notesotion from their meritorious 
labors, the Public (especially Teachers, and Gentle- 
men authorized to select and recommend Elemeotary 
Books to be used in Schools,) are invited toa critical 
examination, and comparison of Mitchell's School 
Geography and Atlas, with other works of the kind. 
Itis believed that the Author has happily adapted 
the subjectto the understanding of youth. Saysa 
distinguished Geographer, ‘** His geographical defi- 
nitions are plain and concise, his descriptive depart- 
ment fulland correct; the cuts original, in design, 
emblematicaland illustrative.’’ 

The Atlas presents the different Sections of Coun- 
try as they are,‘* is a Model of the kind, and actual- 
ly teems wilh rh en And another, ‘‘Of the 
Atlas and its valuable Statistical Tables, it is difficult 
to speak in terms of too high commendation. It is 
beyond doubt the most elaborate, faithful andcorrect 
work of the kind in the United States.”’ 
the British Isles and Central Europe are engraven 
and willbe added tothe Atlas, each equal in size to 
the Map of Europe. Historical reminiscences are 
cailed up by alittle flag, marking the Battle Fields of 
our country upon the maps, which renders them 
highly useful for reference. 

The Outline Maps are of great utility, and receive 
the unqualified approbation of Teachers who have 
examined them. 

Mr. Mitchell,as a Map Publisher and Geogra- 
pher, without pretensions to perfection, stands second 
to no one in this country. Being exclusively devo- 
ted to his profession, with an extensive correspon- 


only of the age, but of the day,” thereby giving hima 
distinguished claim,as standard authority in thisde. 
partment—a desideratum in order to produce uni- 
formity ofstudy, consequently the classification of 
Scholars and their advancement in the pursuit of 
education., 

Sold Wholesale and Retailat R. WHITE'S and by 
ROBINS & FOLGER. 

Ilartford, Feb., 1840. 49 


Lean 


New Goods. 
PENING this day extra super French, London 
and American PRINTS; also, a new style of 
American Prints, 4-4, finish and style as good as the 
French: Bombazines; Linen Handkerchiefs; Italian 
Silk; Pic Nic, Silk, and Cotton Gloves and Mitts ; 
hat, cap, and narrow white and colored Satin Rib- 
bons; Ladies’ Silk Cravats, for 34 cents; Silk net 
Purses, 17 cents; Mouslin de Lane Shawls, 25 c’ts; 
Challey Handkerchiefs, 374 cents; do. Scarfs, 17 
cents; 8-4 Brocha Shawls, 1.50, &c. &c. Also, La- 
dies’ Willow and Straw Travelling Baskets and Bags, 
a full assortment just received by 
A. F. ALPRESS, 
May &, 1840. 


BOOKS. 


FHVUE subscribers, successors of Canfield & Rob- 
ins and Gurdon Robins Jun., offer for sale the 

fullowing from among their stock of Theological 
works on as favorable terms as they can be obtained 
in any city inthe Union. ‘ 

Bibles: assorted from Quarto to 32 mo. in various 
bindings. 

Calmet's, Brown's, Robinson’s, Buck’s and Mal- 
com's Dictionaries of the Bible. 

Cruden’s ,Butterworth’s,and Brown's Concordance. 

Home on the Critical Study of the Scriptures. 

Do. on the Psalms. 

Fuiler’s Works. 

Dwight's Theology. 

John Bunyan’s Works. 

Paley’s Works. 

Clark’s Discourses. 

Burder’s Village Sermons. Saurin’s Sermons. 
Wayland’sdo. Jay’sdo. Payson's do. 

Jay’s Lectures. 

Jay's Exercises. 

Jay's Prayers. 

Jahn's Archeology. 

Hug’s Introduction. 

Storr aad Flatt do. 

Lowth’'s Isaiah. Lowth’s Hebrew Poetry. 

Me &wen on the Types. 

Howe and Bates’ Works. 

Stewarton Romans and Hebrews. 


a 
Exchange Buildings, North, » f State 
W thee as Messrs. E. & J eons wy 
. ° ‘ Ne 


_ March 20. m2 
HARTFORD 


Fire Insurance Compan y 


Office north side of State House Sox 
Hartford and Exchange Bank, "4 


Wh iy mers Institution is the oldest of the kind «.| 
State, having been established more then “, 
five years. It is incorporated with a capital 
Hundred and Fifty Thousand Dollars, whiet’, 
vested and secured in the best 088Ible man thes 
insures Public Buidings, Churches, a 
Stores, Merchandize, Furniture, and pervona | 
erty generally, from loss or damage by Piss Pie 
most favorable and satisfactory terms. me 
The Company will adjust and pay all its 
liberality woe Fsbo pte wd and thus endeay, 
tain the confidence and patronage of the publ wn 
_ Persons wishing to insure their property me 
side in any town in the United States, wi, cyt. 
Company has no Agent, may apply through 4) 
office, directly to the Secretary; and their prone 


losees » 


re th 


Maps of ; 


shall receive immediate attention. 
The following gentlemen ave Directors of the ¢, 
pany: ’ 


Eliphalet Terry, | 


Job Allyn, 
George Putnan 
Junius 8S. Mores, 
Ezra White, Jr 


S. H. Huntington, 
H. Huntington, Jr. 
Albert Day, 
John D,. Russ, 
ELIPHALET TERRY, Pry, 
James G. Bouxes, Sec'y. 
March 23, 1840. 
Notice. 
B* virtue of an Order of the Hon. Court of Ps 
bate for the District of Hartford, dated ¢, 
30th, 1840, authorizing and directing the subs, 
to sell either at public or private sale all the ,,, 
de and remainder of the Estate of Timothy Pr: 
cis, late of Wethersfield, in said District dece., 
will be sold, either at public or private sale ons 
day, the 24th day of October, 1840. at 2 o'clock , 
afternoon of said day, at the late dwelling hoy, 
said deceased, in said Wethersficld, all the res» 
residue of said Estate, consisting of a house} 
about twenty rods of land with a dwelling hoyse, 
barn thereon, situated on Main street in said tow, 
Wethersfield, subject to two certain mortgages , 
the Dower of the Widow of said deceased. 
George Stillman, Jr. appointed by said Cour 
make said sale. 


GEORGE STILLMAN, Jy 

pitenathpenipetpenipeiate 
| YE NA 

INSURANCE COMPANY 
Incorporated for the purpose of securing against | 

and damage by Fire only. — 
Caprrar, $200,000. 

ECURED and vested in the best possible manne 

—offer to take risks on terms as favorable as » 
er offices. 

The business of the company is principally conf; 
ed to risks in the country, and therefure so deta, 
that its capital is not exposed to great losses) 
sweeping fires. 

The office of the company is in the new Fy 
Building, next west of Treat's Exchange ( 
House, State street, Hartford, where a constant, 
ppemiaee is given for the accommodation of the 
ic. 


THE DIRECTORS OF THE COMPANY ARE 
Thomas K. Brace, Stephen Spencer, 
Thomas Belden, James Thomas, 
Samuel Tudor, Elisha Peck, 
Griffin Stedman, Daniel Burgess, 
Henry Kilbourn, Ward Woodbridge, 
Joseph Morgan, Joseph Church, 
Elisha Dodd, Horatio Alden, 
Jesse Savage, Ebenezer Seeley. 
Joseph Pratt, 


THOMAS K. BRACE, Pres! 
Simeon L. Loomrs, Sec’y. 
t7 The Atna Company has Agents in most of thy 
towns in the State, with whom insurance can bee 
fected. 
Hartford, March 30, 1840. tf? 


New Series of School Reoks. 

UBLISHED and for sale by ROBINS & FOl 

GER, successors of Canfield & Robins. Nx 
Main st., Hartford. 


Mc Knight on the Epistles. 

Barnes’ Notes—Gospels, Acts, Romans, Corinthi- 
ans and Isaiah. 

Hodge on Romans. 

Prideaux’s Connexions. Shuckford’s do. 

Newton on the Prophecies. 

Knapp’s Theology. 

Dick’s Works. 

Dick’s Theology. 

Robert Hall's Works. 

Memoirs of Rev. Wm. Carey, Staughton, J. D 
Boardman, G. T. Bedell, B. Allen. Payson, Heber, 
Mrs. Judson, Henry Martyn, Calvin, Luther, Mrs. 
Huntington, Swartz, Jacobs. 

Mosheim’s Church History. Milner’s do. Jones’ 
ao. 

Doddridge’s Family Expositor. 

Cottage Bibles. 

Henry’s and Scott’s Expositions. 

The Old and New Testaments, Historically and 
Chronologically arranged with notes, by Rev. G. 
Townsend. 

Paragraph Bible by Coit and Nourse. 

Wesley's Works. 

Henry's Daily Commentary. 

Plenary Inspiration of the Scriptures, by Rev. S. 
Noble. 

Bickersteth’s Works. 

Evidences of Christianity, by Alexander, Paley, 


Young man’s Closet Companion. 
Good's Better Covenant. 
Cases of Conscience. 
Olshaushen on the Genuineness of the New Tes- 
t2ment. 
Philosophy of Benevolence, by Church. 
Hannah Moore’s Practical Piety. Do. on Prayer. 
Philip’s Guide. 
Phinney’s Lectures. 
Physical Theory of another Life. 
Harvey on Moral Agency. 
Corner Stone, Way to do good, and Young Chris- 
tian, by Abbot. 
W ilberforce’s Practical View. 
Brownlee’s Lights and Shadows. 
a Review of Stuart. 
vogswell’s Manual of Theology. 
Means and Ends. os 
arte Sketches, Student’s Manualand Sabbath 
School Teacher, by Todd. ‘ 
Book of Common Prayer, various size and binding. 
Select Family Sermons, by Bishop Mcllvaine. 
Campbell on the Four Gospels 
Tyndale’s New Testament. 
Life of Jeremy Taylor. 
Holy Living and Dying, by do 
Child’s Book of the Sabbath 
Dominion of Christ. 
Symington on the Atonemen 
Bunyan’s Holy War. 
Walk about Zion. 
Suddard’s British Pulpit. 
Hill and Valley by Catharine Sinclair. 
Dreliacourt on Death. 
+ acon of fam 3 > he 
ragments by Dr. Spring. 
Miller’s Clerical Seonunee Do. onthe Christian 
Ministry. 
Imitation of Christ, by Thos. a Kempis. 
Greenfield's Greek Testament, &c. 


Hall's series of Reading Books—comprising fr 
the “*Reaper’s Guipe, designed for High School 
and Academies,’ stereotype edition. In the prep’ 
ation of this work, no paius have been spared by itt 
author torender ita desideratum to both tearte 
and pupils; and from the known talents. an¢ \i 
experience of Mr. Hall asa teacher of you!! 
publishers think the ** Reader’s Guide” cannot | 
being a useful and popular work. This work w 
received the decided approval and recommend 
of gentlemen of the first standing as teache: 
youth; among whom are Heman Humphrey, D! 
President of Amherst College; Professor Emerot 
of Andover; Professors Holland and Stuart. of Wa 
ington College; J. P. Brace, of Hartford Feri 
Seminary ; Rev. Jonathan Going, D. D., Presiden! 
Granville College, Ohio; Elijah Slack, late Pres 
dent of Cincinnati College, Ohio. 

Seconp—The *“* Reaper’s Manuva” by Jott 
Hall, designed for common schools, with short a 
comprehensive rules for reading correctly. Stes 
ty pe edition. : 

Tuirp--“ Primary Reaver,” by Jobn Hall, £ 
for younger classes. ] 

This series of Reading Books has been thorovg) 
examined by Teachers and School Committee: 
the most favorable testimonials have been furn 
the publishers, establishing the claims of Mr. H!! 
Series to public patronage. 

Practical System of Arithmetic for the use © 
schools, by Jesse Olney, A. M. Stereotype ed 
For no work of the kind could the publishers a! 
pate a more ample approval than this work has" 
ceived from competent Teachers and Committee’: 

“Orney’s INTRODUCTION TO THE Stupy or OF 
OGRAPHY ;”’ intended to preeede his larger ¥° 
with 8 maps upon steel plates, and more than 70 ¥™ 
engravings. Square 16 mo. 

** MANUAL oF THE CoNSTITUTION OF THE ("! 
TED STATES,” designed for youth in common sc}! 
—18 mo.—by Francis Fellows, Esq. A superior oc 
tion cf Testaments for schools, 12 mo.—Sheep. 

The above series of school books are sold by \ 
publishers in Hartford—and by booksellers gene" 
ly both inand out of the State. Parents, Teac)t™ 
and Committees are invited to examine these boo} 

To the above we append the following note |" 
received. 

Farmington, Ct,, Plainville Soc. , June 5, 1840, 
Messrs. Rob'ns and Folger, 

Having examined the Books you had the goodse 
to lend me for examination, I must say that 1 ( 
them better adapted to the wants of our Comm? | 
Schools than any thing now in use. I consider it €4*!| 
instructive and entertaining. In regard to the Ge 
graphy for young learners, I must give my testimo®) 
in favor of it in preferance to any other I am ac 
quainted with. The Youth’s Manual of the Consti(t 
tion of the United States is what ought to be introe’ 
ced into every school, and the higher classes made 
understand it. I have not time or strength (being out 
of health,) to say as much about Hall’s Guide 2 
Manual as1 could wish, but will say that] thi 
them the best reading books for the higher classes 
schools that there is now published in this State, 
shall use what little influence I have to introduc? 
them into the schools in this town. ; 

Respectfully Yours, C. J. HART: 

Robins & Folger also offer for sale an extens!"® 

assortment of School and Miscellaneous Books 00 \}# 


. 


ROBINS & FOLGER. 


most accommodating terms. {March 27, 


